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Chapter |

THE SHUT DOOR: A RECURRING PROBLEM

AsRolf Poehler has 0 ably demondirated in his paper, . . /And the Door Was Shut", problems concerning
the Shut Door have arisen again and again. These problems have never been convincingly dedlt with primarily
because the presuppositions of Adventist writers have precluded the possibility of therebeing any red conflict
between Ellen Whitésearly visons during the Shut Door era (1844-1851) and her later Satements concerning those
early visons. While most Adventist writers have not openly stated them, their presuppositions have beenin
practice very smilar by andlarge to Arthur White's:

"1. That the great Advent awakening of the early 1840's wasamovement of God's
providence, marked by thework of the Holy Spirit.

2. Tha Hlen Whitewas chosen by God as Hismessenger and her work embodi ed
that of a prophet.

3. Thaasasncere dedicaed Chrisian and aprophet, Ellen White would not and did not
fagfy. Therefore, we may accept her statements on their face vaue. Her
witness, then, relating to the experienceof 1844-1851 may be accepted aspresenting a
true picture of condiitions, of positionstaken, and work done.

4. Likewisethewitness of those who passed through the experience of 1844 as
fellow-believers with Ellen White may be acogpted astrue and correct to the best of
thememory of theindividud reported.™

The problem with beginning with such presuppositionsisthat it prevents men like Arthur White,

F.D.Nichol, C.Mervyn Maxwell from
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attempting an unbiased understanding of the meaning of Ellen White's visionsin the context of the time
given, the beliefs of her fellow believers, and from comparing her testimony with that of her fellow
advent believers. Thus, Arthur White seeks to understand the visions during the Shut-door era almost
exclusively through Ellen White's later statements concerning those early years and the |ater testimony
of her fellow believers (For examples of this examine Appendices 9 and 11). However, Robert Olson of
the White Estates believes this to be a mistake, because according to him neither the memory of E. G.
White or the pioneers was perfect or complete.? In fact,these later statements were madein the climate
of the need to defend Mrs. White from hostile critics and after the passage of time, when even she
admitted that she did not have access to her earliest printed visions and that she could not remember all
that she had earlier spoken and written.?

F. D. Nichol recognized that Adventists loyal to the church had often made sweeping
generalizations in defense of E. G. White's views on the Shut-door, which indicated that they had

never seen al of the early literature on the topic. In E. G. White and Her Critics he continues his

own explanation of the Shut-door issue by stating, "Fortunately, the reputations of the pioneers do not
suffer from afull presentation of all the sources, as this present study we believe reveal s

However, Nichol in fact withholds perhaps the single most enlightening piece of evidence--
White's |etter to Bates in 1847° --which helps us understand just what Mrs. White understood her
visions to teach concerning the Shut-door. That Nichol was aware of the letter's existence at the time
of the writing of his book is evident from the fact that he uses it to establish the date of her first vision,

but he does so without revealing the letter's content.® Since critics of E. G. White had not yet seen the

Bates



letter, Nichol apparently chose not to use it solely on the basis that it did not support the conclusions he
was attempting to establish. Thus, while claiming to offer a complete examination of al relevant
material, Nichol in fact seeksto explain Mrs. White's early Shut-door statements by removing them
from their historical setting and dividing each sentence into many fragments from which he then
produces a possible interpretation that harmonizes with later E. G. White statements. Finaly, C. M.
Maxwell's approach isto largely ignore the entire Shut-door question, even while quoting approvingly,
but very selectively, from early statements by such Shut-door champions as A. Hale and J. Turner.”
Clearly, there is an ever-present danger of allowing the statements of the S. D. A. pioneersto
become sacred tradition, which then prevents students of our past from looking objectively either at
our early history or its theology. Thisin turn leaves usin aposition similar, if not identical, to that
which the Roman Catholic church holds towards the Bible's importance versus that of the church
fathers:
"Like two sacred rivers flowing from Paradise, theBible and Divine
Tradition contain the word of God. Though these two diverse streams arein
themselves, on account of their divine origin, of equal sacredness, and are

both full of reveaed truths, still of the two Tradition is to us more clear and
wfe.ll 8

Arthur White's presuppositions should more properly have been conclusions reached only if
Ellen White's early statements, taken in their context, did in fact fully harmonize with her later
statements concerning issues such as the Shut-door. Yet, it is this basic problem of allowing
presuppositions to prevent atotaly candid appraisal of the data that has |eft our church unable to
resolve the historic and theological problems of the Shut-door andthe Sanctuary doctrines. As Raymond

Cottrell has noted:



"From a hermeneutical point of view the basic flaw in our thinking at
Glacier View lay in assuming the traditional Adventist interpretation of
Danidl 8:14 asthe norm for measuring Ford's position paper. With this
asthe norm, it was inevitable that we would find his position defective.
But if we had been willing, and able, to let the Bibleitself, and the Bible
alone, serve as our norm, we would have come to a somewhat different
conclusion."®

Let us, then, consider a number of what appear to be unresolved

guestions of both a historical and atheologica nature, beginning with areview of some of Ellen
White's earlier visions, noting the context of the

time given aswell asthe beliefs of her fellow Adventists. In an effort to understand the use Mrs.
White made of certain religious expressions or terms, we shall also note what other Adventist

writers with whom she was in accord meant by those terms at the time of her respective visions.
Finally, we shall attempt to discover how well these early Adventist beliefs harmonize with the Word

of God, given an accurate historical-linguistic-contextual exegesis.
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Chapter 11

THE SHUT DOOR: ITSDEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY (FEB., 1844 - FEB., 1845)

In order to understand Ellen White's early visions one must first understand the way in which
the Millerites used certain key texts. William Miller and the S. D. A. pioneers both depended heavily
upon a proof -text method of Bible study to show that Christ would come at the end of

the 2300-day prophecy of Daniel 8:14. When one employs the historical -

linguistic-contextual method of exegesis, however, he finds many problems in both Miller's and
traditional Adventism's understanding of Daniel 8:14."

The preaching that Christ would come was seen by the pioneers as the message of the first
angel of Revelation 14, that "the hour of Hisjudgment has come." When the mainstream
denominations began to react negatively to Miller's time-setting by disfellowshipping Millerites,
CharlesFitch in 1843 applied the second angel's message (Rev. 14) to the churches that rejected
Miller's date for Christ's return. All Adventists were, asaresult, to come out of these churches which

Fitch had |abeled "Babylon"?

Joshua V. Himes went even further when he stated just prior to October 22, 1844

"And though we may not be al agreed as to what constitutes
Babylon, we are agreed in the instant and final separation from al who
oppose the doctrine of the coming and kingdom of God at hand. We
believeit isacase of life and death. It is death to remain connected with
those bodies that speak lightly or oppose, the coming of the Lord. Itislife
to come out from al human traditions, and stand upon the Word of God
and look daily for the appearance of the Lord."3
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Matthew 25:1- 12 which recountsthe parable of the Ten Virginsis, however, the key to our undersanding
of how the Millerites cameto believethat probation for snners had dosaed on October 22, 1844. TheMiillerites
hed atendency to read prophetic fulfillment into every particular of their movement. Oncethey had acoepted and
begun to see dmogt every part of the Bible asfinding fulfillment in the years 1843-1844, they began to arrive a
interpretations of the Scripture which, though convincing to them in their experience, would satisfy dmost no
serious Sudent of the Bible today. For example, Ellen Whiteinterpreted Maithew 25:112 in three different

ways:

"Her early visonsendorsed the generd pioneer view of the parablefitting exactly
the 1844 experience, culminating in the Shut Door which excduded from mercy the
wicked world. The second interpretation isfound in 4 SPin Great Controversy,
where Mait. 25:113is4ill goplied to the 1844 experience but the Shut Door now
becomes an open door, and her earlier Sresson the 1844 close of probation for
snnersisnot found. But in Chrigt's Object Lessons we find her third and most
mature gpplication of Matt. 25:1- 13- and it says nothing about the 1844 experience.
Instead it interpretsthe parablein the way opposed by James White and David Armold
and othersduring the early years of the movement-- that is, she gppliesit asthe openrdoor
Adventists did-- to the Second Coming of Christ!™

Inresponseto his aritics charge thet no one knowstheday or hour of Christ's return William

Miller answered:

"I had never been pogitive asto any particular day for the Lord's gppearing,
bdieving that no man could know the day and hour. In al my published lectures
will bessen on thetitle page, “about the year 1843." Indl my ord lectures|
invariably told my audiencesthat the periods would terminate
in 1843if therewereno migakesinmy caculaions .. As| could see no error in my
reckoning, | published my belief that some time between March 21, 1843 and March
21, 1844 the Lord would come."®
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When March 21, 1844 came and went without the Lord's coming, William Miller made no
further attempt to pinpoint the return of Christ, choosing rather to believe that his calculations were
essentially correct and that Christ would come quickly. Miller was thus content to continue to preach
the soon coming of Christ without fixing on anew date. However, just before the March, 1844 deadline
S. S. Snow had in a February 16, 1844 letter placed the coming of Christ at the fall of 1844, and he had
done this by means of severa varied speculations and arguments.? Consequently, the advent believers,
greatly disappointed at the failure of Christ to come, felt encouraged that they must be in the "tarrying

time" of Matt. 25:5.

By August of 1844, S. S. Snow's message was widely received among the Adventist bands. He
had refined his argument to such a point that he believed Christ would come on October 22, 1844,
thus fulfilling the typical day of Atonement. Using a day-for-ayear in prophecy, he and like believers
computed that August was the approximate mid-point between March 21 and October 22, 1844. Thus,
Snow's message was embraced as the true "Midnight Cry" or " Seventh-month™ experience, fulfilling the

midnight proclamation

in the parable of the Ten Virgins, "Behold, the Bridegroom comes; go ye out to meet him."

In her first vision of December, 1844, Ellen White stated of the Advent band, "They had a
bright light set up behind them at the first end of the path, which the angel told me was the Midnight
Cry."8 Thus, inthisvision E. G. Whiteis clearly endorsing the vaidity of the Midnight Cry with the

October 22, 1844 date as being essential light which none could reect; for if anyone did, "the light

behind them went out which left their feet in perfect darkness, and they stumbled and got their eyes
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off the mark and lost sight of Jesus, and fdl off the path down in the dark and wicked world below."® In fact,
George Storrs, afellow worker with S, S, Snow in the Midnight Cry movement, felt that to doubt the vaidity of
the October 22 datewould result intheloss of salvation."*°

However, just how accurateisthis message originated by Snow and championed by various Adventist
pioneers, including Ellen White, both in terms of October 22, 1844's being the correct datefor the termination of
the 2300-day prophecy and for the vaidity of knowingtheday of Christ'sreturn in advance? Should S. S. Snow
and his adherents have been so dogmdtic inther emphass on the essentidity of this belief when, for example,
Leroy Froom spent-- without suiccess --fourteen years attempting to subgtantiate with specific exactnessthe
correctness of this October 22 Date?!

Many Chrigians rgected October 22, 1844 asthe datefor Chrigt'sreturn Smply becausethey believed
Chrig'sown satementsthat no man knows the day or the hour of Hisreturn (Matt. 24:36, Mark 13:32). How-
ever, inrebuttd Show usad theargument that if thistext provesthat man will never know the day or hour of
Chrig'sreturn, then neither would Christ or the angels (See Mark 13:32). Thus, he continues:

"But can any person bdievethat our gloriousLord, towhomdl power in
heaven and earthisgivenisand will remain ignorant of the time until the
very moment he comesto judge the world? If not, then certainly thistext can never
prove that men may not be ableto undergand thetime . . Soin the passage quoted, it
isdeclared that thet isthe definitetime of the Second coming of His Son. And this
necessarily implies that God makes the time known. The Old Testament contains

the testimony of the Father concerning his Son, and concerning the time of both his
first and second comings. “*?
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If we acoept thelogic of Snow's argument, perhgps we must aso conclude that Miller and Snow were
better Bible sudentsthan Christ. We might aso ask what prevented Chrigt from correctly cal culating the 2300-day

prophecy, o that Hewould, even as He taked with Hisdisciples, have known the day of Hisreturn? And yet E.

G. White affirmed in 1850:

“ .. tha Godwasintheprodamdion of thetimein 1843. It was hisdesgn to

arouse the people and bring them to atesting point, wherethey should decide for or
against the truth,"*3

Of thasewho objected that no man knowsthe day or the hour, shewrote:

"Many sheperdsof theflock, who professed to love Jesus, sad that they had no
oppogition to the preeching of Christ'scoming, but they objected to the definite time. God's
dl-seeing eyeread their hearts. They did not love Jesus near. They knew thet their

unChrigtian liveswould not stand the test, for they were not waking in the humble path
marked out by him.”**

However, writing after the Shut-door erain other of her later works, E. G. Whiteusad thevery same

reasoning of the ministers she had condemned for rejecting a definite time in 1843-1844:

"Many who have cdled themsdves Adventists have been time setters. Time
after time has been st for Chrigt to come, but repeeted fail ures have bean the result.
Thedefinitetime of our Lord'scomingis declared to be beyond the ken of
mortals."

Further, in Desre of AgesE. G. Whiteindicatesthat she accurately understands the meaning of Christ's own

teaching when she writes:

"But theday and hour of Hiscoming Chrigt hasnot reveded. Hestated plainly to His disciples
that HeHimsdf could not make known the day or hour of Hissecond appearing. Had He been
at liberty to reveal this, why need He have exhorted them to maintain an

attitude of constant expectancy? There are those who daim to know thevery day and hour of
our Lord's
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appearing. Very earnestly are they mapping out the future. But the Lord has

warned them off the ground they occupy. The exact time of the second
coming of the Son of man is God's mystery."*®

Perhaps, the only fault of those Christian ministers who sincerely objected to the preaching of a
definite time was that they correctly understood this important truth years before Ellen White; for
how could God make time atest, when Christ has so clearly stated that no man knows the day or hour

of Hisreturn (Matt. 24:42)?

The Millerites associated the shutting of the door in the parable with the close of probation,
which they believed would occur on October 22, 1844 with the coming of Christ. Furthermore, just prior
to October 22,
they had begun to feel that their work for non-Adventists was almost finished. George Storrs wrote in the

October 16, 1844 Advent Herald:

"We have done with the nominal churches, and al the wicked, except so
far asthis cry may affect them; our work is now to wake up the "virgins' who
took their lamps and went forth to meet the Bridegroom."

He continued by pointing out that the virgins in the parable could only apply to ". . . the professed

» 18

believersin the Advent of 1843 and nobody else.” =~ When Christ did not come on October 22, many

Adventists continued to seein this afurther fulfillment of the parable of the Ten Virgins:

.. for when they had al arisen and trimmed their lamps, then there
must still be atime when the lamps of the foolish virgins would be going oui.
This could not be without a passing by of the 10th day, for till that time their
lamps would burn. There must therefore be a passing by of that day, for the
fool ishl S;[0 give up their faith, asthere must have been of '43, for the tarrying
time."
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Thus, Adventisswerewarned againgt going back to their former churcheslest the Bridegroom come and they be shut
out with thefodlish virgins ® William Miller findlly carried the parable of the Ten Virginstoitslogical condusion by

assating in aletter of November 18, 1844:

"We have done our work in warning Snners, and in trying to awaken aforma church.
God in his providence has shut the door; we can only stir one ancther upto be petient. . . weare
now living in thetime specified by Malachi 3:18, also Daniel 12:10, Rev. 22: 10-12. In
this passage we can not help but seethat alittle while before Chrigt should come, therewould be
asgparation between thejust and the unjugt, the righteous, and thewicked. . . And never sncethe
days of the gpostles hasthere been such adivison line drawn, aswas drawn about the 10th or
23rd day of the 7th Jewish month."

Indicating that she and the Advent body understood the Shut-door as William Miller had described it,
Ellen Whitewrotein 1883, "For a time after the disgppointment in 1844, | did hold in common with the advent

body that the door of mercy was then forever closed to the world." %

Other Millerites, particularly some of the leaders such as J. V. Himes and S. Bliss who had
endorsed the October 22 date only afew weeks before, felt that it was possible that their calcul ations
might be mis-
taken and, thus, the door of salvation was still open to the world. The November 13, 1844 Advent

Herald reported, "4e have heard the cheering account from other places in this vicinity both of the

steadfastness of the faith of our brethren, and of the conversion of sinners."?3 In the November 20 issue
of the same journal Himes allows for the possibility that the calculation of the 2300-day prophecy

might have been

mistaken with its termination coming at the very latest in the autumn of 1847.2* At the Waterbury,
Vermont Conference held on December 20, 1844, Mimes encountered some shut-door believers of

whom he wrote:
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"Some, however, entertained the opinion that our work was done, asit rlated to the
converson of Snners but in the progress of the meeting thisview wasgiven up by mog,
and adesrewas expressad by dl to have right views on thisal-important question. The
mogt of thelecturing brethren present resolved to commence ther labor again, and publish
the glad tidings of the Kingdom at hand, every-wherein order to the sdvation of Snners, as
wel asthe comfort and edification of the saints."*

Inthe January 15, 1845 issue of the Advent Herdd F. G. Brown assarted thet the only safe position

wasoneof indefinitetime

"Our conviction isthat for wisereasons, the divine mind has forever concealed the
preciserise of those periods, at the end of which his Son shdl be revealed from
heaven. So that we believe it above the power of man, to demondirate either the
year, themonth, or the day, of their consummeati on."®

Hoping thusto bring recondiliation with other Chrisians, Brown continues:

"Nor should it be overlooked that one of the chief objectionsto our viewsis
thus so far removed, that we may hopeto receive no small addi tion to our ranks
from among dl the humble and devoted who heartily love Jesus and his gppearing, but
Whosefgth has never been adequate to grasp a definite point of time for that
event."

If, then, the 2300 days did not redly end until 1847, therewas il a present need to warn snners. Thus in aletter
dated February 21, 1845, J. V. Himes asserts:

"Our brethreninthisregion are publishing afree and full salvationto snners. And
they assure meif ever God heard their prayers, and converted soulsby their
instrumentality, heisdoing it now. . . | am moreconfirmed then ever Sncel came
to thisprovidence, that Jesus yet Sts upon the mercy seet, and that Snners may come
to him in the certain hope of salvation. . . It
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will bean awful consideration, if sinners perish through our neglect; and how much o, if
we should do aught to dishearten, or turn the snner from thework of preparation for the
kingdom of God."#®

Thus, in theweeks and monthsfollowing October 22 some Adventists wavered, doubted, and then gave up their
whole advent faith. Others, such as Himes and Bliss, looked to the Midnight Cry and shut-door as still future
eventstha would befulfilled within ayear or two a Christ's coming. Ellen Harmon, ayoung teenager of seventeen,
found hersdf among the mgority of Adventistsin Portland, Maine, who by December, 1844 no longer believed thet
the Midnight Cry and the Shut-door hed dready occurred in October, 1844. In aletter to Joseph Bates, July 15, 1847,
shewrites

"At thetime | had the vison of the Midnight Cry | had given it up in the past and thought it future, as also most of
the band had."*

Shewent on to note that shefeared to give her firg vison in December, 1844, because shewas cartain that it would

run counter to the view Joseph Turner had published in his paper. Further in the letter she explained:

"Ealy the next morning Joseph Turner cdled, said he wasin haste going out of the city in ashort
time, and wanted | should tell him dl that God had shown meinvison. It waswith fear and trembling |

told him dl. After | had got through he sad he had told out the same last evening. | rgjoiced, for |
expected he was coming out against me. . ." ¥

Tha Ellen Harmon found hersdlf in agreement with Joseph Turner in her vision of the Midnight Cry can befully
gppreciated only when one consders Turner's own explanation of his Shut-door belief. In the January, 1845 Advent
Mirror Turner published along artideto prove what he believed

to bethetruth of the Shut-door. Init he argued that Christ had come as
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the Bridegroom to the marriagein fulfillment of the parable of the TenVirgins, and that this coming of the
Bridegroom to the marriage was separate from Christ's coming in power and glory. Turner goesonto

definewhat he means by theterm " Shut-door™:

"By thisact isundoubtedly denoted the excluson from dl further accessto
saving mercy, thosewho have rgected its offer during their time of probation. . But can
any sinners be converted if the door is shut? Of course they cannat, though changes
that may appear to be conversions may take place."!

He does, however, dlow for the possibility that somewho fear God and work righteousness might grow in

thelr understanding of truth, when he writes:

"That such may befound, for whom we should | abor, there can be no doulbt; and
infact, itiswith such adassonly, few indeed istheir number, thet our labors are in any
sense successful "3

Despitethis concession, however, Turner is cartain about thefutility of attempting to convert

the world:

"But to think of laboring to convert the great mass of theworld at such atime, would
be asideasit would have been for the | sradlites, when they were down by the Red Seato
have turned about to convert the Egyptians™*

Many Adventist historians have sought to distance Ellen White's view of the Shut-door from
that of Joseph Turner's. They have charged him with such extreme views as that all non-Millerites

were lost, the

sealing was finished, those sealed were now sinless, and that theiillerites had entered God's eternal
Sabbath, and therefore should do no more work. In contrast, contend these historians, Mrs. White's

visions never supported the view that no more sinners could be saved. Rather, after
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following excerpt is taken:

"Then | saw an exceading bright light come from the Fether to the Son and fromthe
Sonit VX?/aj over the people before the throne. But few would receive this great
light."

Thelight mentioned here dearly pardldstha of the December, 1844 visonsin which she saw that thelight wasthe
Midnight Cry. Infact, in A Word to the Little Hock James White had dready shown that theMidnight Cry and
Shut-door were linked.

Ellen White continues her account of thisvision:

"Then Jesusarose up from the throne, and most of those who were bowed down

rose up with him. And | did not see oneray of light passfrom Jesusto the cardess
multitude after he roseup and they were eft in perfect darkness."*?

She condudes by recounting thet al who failed to redizethis change of position on Chrigt's part were now praying

to and being decaived of Satan:

"They did not know that Jesus had | eft it. Satan gppeared to be by thethronetryingto
cary onthework of God. | saw them ook up to the throne and pray, Father, give us thy
Spirit. Then Satan would breathe on them an unholy influence."*?

That she understood this vison to teach the Shut-door or the dose of probation ismede dear by the

comments she offered concarning this vision to Batesin 1847:

"Whilein Exeter, Mane, in meetingwith Israd Dammon, Jamesand many other's,
many of them did not believe in a Shut door. | suffered much at the com-
mencement of the meeting. Unbelief seemed to be on every hand.
Therewas one sder there that was



Tha Ellen Harmon'smeaning of the Shut-door in February, 1845 was that probation hed dosad for snnersis

19

cdled vary saintud. Shehed travded and beenapowerful preacher the most of thetime for
twenty years. She hed been truly amother in Israd and could nat bdievethedoor wasshut. | hed
knownnathing of this difference. Sister Durban got up to tak. | felt very, very sad.

Atlenghmy soul ssamedinanagony, and whileshewastaking |l fdl frommy char tothe
floor. Itwasthen| hed aview of Jesusrisng from Hismedigarid throng and gaingtothehdliest and
Bridsgoomto receive His kingdom. . .

Mogt of themrecaved thevisonandweresettied upon the Shut Door."#

further supported by thefollonving evidence:

1.

witingin 1883, Hlen WhiteadknoMedged thet " For atime after the disappointment in 1844, |
did hold in common with theadvert body, thet thedoor of mercy westhenfarever dosadto the
world."*

Her Decamber, 1844 vison agresd with Josgph Tumer'sposition that no more sinners

could be saved.*®

WilliamMiller, theleeder of theAdventigsduning thissametime period, likenvisehdd thet thedoor wasshut

or prabetion was closed for sinners:

"Wehavedoneaurwarkinwamingsnnasandintryingto awekeafomme dhurch. Godinhis

providence hes shut the door; wecan only dir oneanother up tobepetiet; and bedliganttomekeor
cdlinganddedionsure Wearenow livinginthetimespeafied by Mdachi 318 dsoDanid 1210, Rev.
2210-12 Inthis passage we cannot hdp but see, that allittle while befareChig shoud come there
would beasgparation beweanthejust and unjugt, therighteousand widked, betweanthosewholovehis
gopeaing, and thosewhoheteit. And never sncethedaysof thegpodieshestherebensuchadivisanline
dravn aswasdravnaboutthe 10th or 23d day of the 7th Jewish month.” *’
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4, Iged Dammeon inwhosehouseE. G, Harmonexperienced her Feb, 1845 vision likenise
believeithet probetion hed doserd Inaletter, writtenMay 28 from Exeer, Maine othe Liilee
Sandadhehedihefolloningtosay concaming theshuedoor.

" leftmy potatcesinthefiddandwert and gavetheay, Bendldithe Bridgroomcomethy onthe 10y
of thessverthmonths. .. Onthecly when | gavethela messgetoasinkingword which westhedsy beforethe

1s of the7trllgnonth, | felt my work wasdone, Onthat samenght| dsotddmy brethren| bdievedthedoor
was shut.”

In the next paragraph he continued:

"Sometimeinthefird pat of thewinter Bro. James\Whitecametothisplaceand gaveusthesuedt of
thewending - -theaooing2f Chrit tothe Andient of daysto take the kingdom." #°

Concamingthe Alleny Conferencedf gpantdoor Advartisshewrate:

"“wehavenofdlondipwithtremoveman a theAlleny Conferanoe, nat oneinthebeand, if aneisfound of thet
disposition we think he belongs to the cage of uncleanness: Jdegpesksaf themandsays Thesebethey
whosgaratethamsaves (areset-nekas e d, havingnat the St

Inassocond dter, wiittenin iy totheDay Sar, Ised Danmonsaid:

"WemvetuIltﬂeormfdlw@pfcrlfmemkoaetrylrgtogettmddcagedem or to get scoffersconvated now. .
..wedo nat messwithany but thosewho ae willingtobedutinfromtheward: . ..

5  Hndlyacadu examndiond thesered bdiefsof Josgoh Batesand Jamesand Blenwhite, inwhich they frepuently
exchangadidess conoaming theshuk-door, gvesadded oatanty astothemeaning of theterm shut-door inher letter to
Baesiy 13, 1347.

6.  ThaBaeswesoned theaignd sut-door bdievasismededesr by sverd ldtarsthet hewrateto S S

SowinMay of
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1845. Inthefird letter hewrote concerning the Albany Conference of Open-door Adventist:

"Not withstanding thelate, to me unlooked-for, proceedingsat Albany, and the
endorsamentsthey recaived sncein your dity, in Philaddphia, and now in Batimore,
and il further. anticipated in Bogton, | cannot help bdieving il thet our pogtionis
right respecting the cry a midnight, and that we have been to the marriage and the
door isshut- not hdf or three quarters of theway - but effectively. And our fdlen
brethren will soon see their sad mistakel" %

Inasecond I etter to S, S. Show in the same month, Bates explained what he saw his work to be since the shutting of
thedoor in Oct. 22, 1844.

".. . but, 'you say your work isdone" yes, and we don't believethet our
divine Lord will require usto begin now nor any cother timeto do it over again for
theworld. But to comfort, encourage, and srengthen God's children inthislittle
while, we have as much as we can do." >

Further onin thissameletter Bates refersto the parable of theten virgins.

"The parable of theten virgins shows usclearly that thereisadivisoninthe Advent ranks,
and thet 'whilethefoolish went to buy,’ the Bridegroom came, and they thet were ready
went inwith him to the marriage, and the door was shut. Now thislookslike knowledge
increesng indde and out Sde of the door. Good Lord save us from falling.

Thedivison hereand a New Bedford (onemilefromthis) has dready taken place We have
united with our New Bedford brethren, . . and we can say of atruth that God iswith
us, and here we feel determined to stand on this rock." >

7. That Bates, in 1847, continued to believe that thework for thework for theworld wasfinished
with thedase of probationin 1844, ismade dlear from the remarks that he medein abroadsde
containing one of Ellen Whiteésvisonsin April of 1847. This broads de completewith his

remarkswas republished by JamesWhite in May of 1847 in A Word to the Little Flock.
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"l bdievethework [E. G. Whitésvidong isof God, and isgiven to comfort and strengthen
his'scattered,' torn,' and 'peded peopl€ sincethecéls?sing of our work for the world in Oct,
1844."

8.  Bates further explained his understanding of the shut-door in apamphlet Second
Advent Way Marks and High Heaps that he published in April of 1847.

"Paul's open door, then, was the preaching the gospel with effect to the Gentiles. Now |et this door be shut,
and the preaching of this gospd will have no effect. Thisiswhat we say isthefact.
The gospd message ended at the gppointed time with the dosing of the 2,300 days, and

docxéteevery honest believer that is watching the signs of the times will admit
it."

9.  JamesWhitewritingjust one month later in A Word to the Flock makes a similar
comment concerning the shut-door.
"From the ascenson to the shutting of the door, Oct. 1844, Jesus stood with wide-gpread arms of
love and mercy; ready to recaive, and plead the cause of every snner, who would come to God
by him.
On the 10th day of the 7th month, 1844, he passed into the Holy of Holies, where he has since been a
merciful high priest over the house of God." *’
10. Asif todear up any doubt about whet he meant, James White writing in the May 1850,
Present Truth explains:
"Heis dill merdful to his saints, and ever will be; and Jesusis Hill their advocate and
priest. But the Snner, to whom Jesus had stretched out his ams dl the day long, and
who reected the offers of sdvation was I&ft without an advocate, when Jesus passed
from the Holy Place, and shut the door in 1844." >
11.  Withthisbackground into both Jossph Bates and James White's use of theterm shut-door is
sgnificant that Ellen White, in her July 13, 1847 letter to Josgph Bates, mekesno effort toshow in
any way that she differed in her understanding of the shut-door. Rether thetone of her Ietter

indicates her expectationthat Bates will see her shut-door visions as confirming her

prophetic gift.
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Because the evidence isso over whelming, Robert Olson of the White Edtate recently felt compelled to
acknowledgethat E. G. Whitedid believethat her early visonstaught that probeation had closed for snners. How-
ever, he seeksto lessen theimpact of that concession by offering by way of apology that Mrs. White merdly

misinterpreted her Dec. 1844 vison.

"Hlenmisnterpreted thisvison. She correctly understood thet the day of
sdvation for the latter two groupswas padt. For them the door was shut. But she
incorrectly condluded thet no one could accept Chrigt after Oct. 22, that only the Little
Hock remaining in the household of faith would be saved, and thet every one else
would be lost.” *°

Commenting further on the Feb. 1845 vison in her | etter to Batesin 1847 Olson continues:

"It gopearsthat 1847 - - the date of thisletter to Bates- - Ellen White till hdd theat
the door of mercy had been closed for the world in 1844." &

Olsonishereatempting to show adistinction between the visons which weretruly from God and Ellen
White's interpretation which wasfalible because of her humanity. However, well-intentioned, there areanumber
of problems with Olson's approach.
1. Ellen White never admitted to misnterpreting the visons. Rather she ever attempted to
explain avay the apparent dose of probation implications to her first visions. **

2. Ellen White asserted:

"l amjust as dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord
in rdating or writing avison, asin having thevison" ®

That being the caseit isjudt as damaging to say shemisnterpreted the vision asit isto say that the

vision itself iswrong.
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3. Hlen Whitewarned againg any atempt to distinguish wha was of God from what

was merdy her owninthevisons.

"Do nat by your criticiam teke out dl theforce, al the paint and power, fromthe
Testimonies. Do not fed thet you can dissact them to suit your own idess, daiming
that God has given you dhility to discern whatislight from heaven and what isthe
expression of merehuman wisdom." %

4. TumntoAppendix IV and V and reed thefull text of theDec. 1844 and Feb. 1845 visons.
From thisevidence| bdievethat it isimpossbleto separate the vison itsdf from Ellen White's
interpretetion. Thetwo are intractably linked and would pose an insurmountable chdlenge to any one
atempting to offer avadid method for so dividing her visions from her interpretation.

5. Hndly darning theshut-door era, E. G. Whiteinggsed that her visonsweregivento

correct peopleés mistaken understanding of the Bible. Inavison given Jan. 5, 1849 shesays.

"| saw the gate of somewho stood on present truth, but disregarded the visons, - the way
God had chosen toteach in some cases, thosewho erred from Bibletruth. | saw thet in
griking againg the visonsthey did not strike againg the worm - the fegbleingtrument thet
God spoke through; but againg the Holy Ghost. | saw it was asmdl thing to Speek againgt
the instrument, but it was dangerousto dight thewords of God. | saw if they werein error and
God choseto show them ther errorsthrough visons, and they disregarded the teachings of
Godthrough visions, they would be |eft to take their own way, and runin theway of
error, and think they wereright, until they would find out to late.” o

If Ellen White was to teach and correct people through visons and if then she misnterpreted those very
visons o asto beieve that probation was dosad for the world, what was God's purposein giving the visions
Atal?

Thus, wefind E. G. White by 1847 ill united with her husband and fellow shut-door believersin assarting

that probation had dosed for the
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world and therefore snners could no longer be saved. However, if in fact her early visons had reveded to her

their error inregards to the shut-door, and if shehad spoken of her views, it would have brought her in

open conflict with her fellow shut-door believers, who would haveregarded her as one of thefoolish virgins. Instead,

wefind that it was Ellen White'svisonswhich srengthened their belief in adoctrine as erroneous as the shut-door.
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Chapter Il

CONFLICT BETWEEN THE SHUT-DOOR AND OPEN-DOOR ADVENTISTS1845 - 1846

The continued conflict between the Shut and open-door Adventists revolved around severd issues.

The Shut-door bdlieverswere convinced thet every aspect of the parable of the Ten Virginshad been fulfilled in
the Seventh-month movement with Christ's coming at the end of the 2300 days, October 22, 1844, as
Bridegroom to shut the door of probation on awicked world. They believed the preaching of definitetimeto be
atest by which God had separated out for himself apeculiar people, and thusfor them to quegtion in any way
ether the possihility that the October 22 datewasincorrect or to attempt to continue to save snnerswould result in
one's becoming afoolish virgin who would then be excluded from the wedding feast. Furthermore, they
expected to be abletoknow the definite time of Christ's coming.

The Open-door Adventigts, on the other hand, felt thet Snce Christ had not cane on October 22, 1844 as
they hed preached, the parableof the Ten Virgins and the shutting of the door a the dose of probation could not yet
have happened. Since the October 22 date rested on the rdiability of human chronology and sncethe scholars
argued for different dates, it was not possbleto know the exact termination of the 2300-day prophecy with any
certainty. They were, however, certain that Christ would come soon-- within ayear or two--and that until hedid
comethey must continueto preaech the gospd and to warn snners, so that theworld might be prepared for Christ's

coming.
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The Shukdoor Adventigspresanted thar viewsinthe Hopeof I1srad, pubdlished by Jossph Tumer and John PeersoninMiang and
inTheDay Sar, published by Enoch Jacobsin Cindnnati. Open-door Adventigspullished their viewsintwo pepersedited by J
V. Hines TheAdvetHerdd of Bogon and theMorning Watch of New York. A careful examinaion of thepegesdf these

peparswill yiddadearer underdanding of whet eech Sdefdt wesa dakeintheissued the Shu-door.

Josgph Tumer and ApdosHadewerethefird to pubish anextended atide onthe paradledf the Ten Virginsthet saw thed oseof
prabation ashaving ooourred onOdicber 22, 1844. They bdieved thet every agpact of theparadlehed been literdly fulfilled when
Chrig caneontheOdiober 22 dete, nat asking inthedoudsof glory, but ashridegroomtotheheavenly marriage All whowere
awating hiscaningthenwertinwithhimtoaninner chamber and thedoor wasshut. " Shut-door” had a specific meaning for

these adherents:

"By thisact the shutting of thedoor) is undouitedy denated theexduson fromal further acoesstosaving
macy, thosewho havergededitsoffer during their time of probation."*

"Butcanany sme beconvatadif thedoor isshut? Of coursethey canndt, though chengesthat may
goper tobecorvasonsmay tekeplaoe""?

William Miller hed dreedy in previous|ettersindicated hishdlief thet praboetion hed dosedt therefore itisnat sunrising

tretwefind himin aletter of February 6, 1845endorsng Turner'sand Haesviews:

"I presume Bro. Mash, youhavesamBro. Hdeand Turner's Advent Mirror,
printed in Boston, Jan.,
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1845, concerning the marriage, in the parable of the Ten Virgins. | do believeinthe
main thet they are correct.”. .

"My opinion s, that it was on the 10th day of the Seventh month, whenthe
great mgority of thosewho arelooking for Chrigt dedicated themsdves and all they had
tothe Lord. Therewasadivison linedrawn then. . . and | have not seen agenuine
conversonsince. . . Thisisagreat evidence that thisview iscorrect, and that Christ
has risen up from his mercy seet and now sandsasaJudge a the door."

For the Shut-door believer there were two great dangers The first wasto be deceived into beieving that
snnersweredill baengsaved. A letter from aBro. Williamson in The Ray Star of February 18, 1845

expresses well those fears:

". .. themighty effort to baffle thelatemovement in the advent cause by the
reported revivasof religion in the conversion of so many sinners, it only drivesthem
[Shut-door Adventists] closer to God. They look upon it asthelast and only effort
employed by their father to 'deceive (if it werepossible) the very elect."*

The second danger to be feared wasthat of discarding the belief that the preaching of the definite time of
the second advent waswhat had tested and separated dl of God's true children from the world. The

March 4, 1845 , Star republished the following from The Home of Isradl:

"The Adventigshave dways been adisind people. . . Wha made so visblea
digtinction between them and theworld? It was not merdly fath intheliterd coming of
Chrig, for that wasthe belief of thousands prior to the excitement caused by this people.
Nether wasit Smply believing that event near. Where then began thisdidtinction? The
preaching of "definitetime’ commenced the work.

". . .If then the past preaching was authorized
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by theMog High- if hehasin hisway separated the preciousfrom thevile, the
wheat from the chaff, to affect aunion again, would be to surrender aportion of dl
of these truths. Thiswould be demolishing thedividing wdl. Thisisthemannerin
whidwsgneha/ecro:eed theling and proffered the hand of union to afallen
world."

Indeed, to give up ether the beief in definite time or the dose of probation wasto Shut-door bievers
anaogousto the action of Lot'swife, who looked back. The Day Star of April 1, 1845 expresseswell this

belief:

"It isindeed mog solemnly true, that we have come to that part of "the path of the
just" wherewe have been commanded to go ‘forth to meet the Bridegroom' (Matt.
25:6), and also to 'remember Lot'swife.' (Luke 17: 29-33) Thisnone of usdareto
deny in the Seventh month; in obedience to heaven's high command we separated
ourselves forever fromtheworld, and shdl we now presume upon God's commeand, and
return our eyes, hearts, or affections, upon the city of destruction to which we have bid
our last farewell! Why 'remember Lot's wife' in thispart of the path? Because, as
inher case, amight struggle will arise between the power of human sympathy, and a
digposition to gtrict obedience--while every spirit and temper that savors of thisworld will
be of the former. Friends, unconverted friends, was what turned her eyes back to the
city of wrath. . ."®

The reason the Shut-door believers were so convinced that probation was dosad can be understood by
the argument that they derived from the typical Day of Atonement. A. HdeinaMarch 5, 1845 atidein The
Advent Herad arguesthat the high priest'sfunctionson the typicd Day of Atonement were accomplished by Christ
in the heavenly sanctuary on October 22, 1844. This change of position by Christ, Hae beieved, came about when
heresigned his mediatoria work in behdf of the world in order for him to becomeking.” Again, Hale makes

unmis



-33-

takably clear what the import of this belief is:

"But canany impenitant Snnarsbe convartedif thedoor isshut? Of coursethey canndt,
though chengesthet menwould call conversons ey tekepl ace.”®

Anatidein TheHope of Igad, later rqpubished intheMarch 25, 1845 Day Sa, containseven moreepuivocaly Shut-

door daemants

"Wehaveneve tnedto presstheflodk tol abor anong thewalves les they shoud be
devoured, . .. Wehavebdieved unwavaingy thet themystery of God wesfinished, whenthe
Qy

[Oat 22, 1844] wesfinished and havefdt stidfied, thet thenumber of Iad couldint
posshly beinareased, bt thet the number might, and would bediminished, by evary goparant
conversion or revival, . . ."°

Theatidecontinues by askingwhéat reesonstherearefor thedoor'sbeing shut:

"Somes pposethet theworld and the L aodioeen dhurch, ssawhdearergeded, mardy onthe
goundsaf thar havingshut thar eyesto truth. And somepartiondf thewarld mey bergedted, and nat the
whde becausethey dl havenat hed thesamelight thet somehave But thisisnat thefadt inether cese If
thedoor isdhut, itisdoneby finshingtheatonemart, on the 10th day of the 7th month, andif the
aonemant isnat finshed thenthedoar isnat dut, anddl whocome to Christ in any land may
yet be saved.

“....... Thentheatonement bangfinshed, ssmug beonthat day: Heleavesonthedouds to
oatan thethrone- aswehavebeforeshoan—~ Thegreet dojedion urged againgttheagumant of the 10th
chy, isthenwithout waght, for Hemust goinand comeaut, onthesameday. . . hencenomareblood
canbedbtained, for Jesus dies no more."*°

If, then, the atonement was completed on October 22, 1844, asthe argument goes, the destiny of all

sinners had been forever fixed.
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Theonly dnengesthet coddnowtekepacewould befar bdievarstogive up thelr faith and thus be lost.
Of goaad sgnificancea thispantisthefadt thet James\Whiteendorsed thisview of theatonemant in 1845. Ina
|etter dated August 19 of thet yvear hefirgt nateswith goprove themessegethet They Star has been proclaiming:

"TheDay Star shinesgorioudy. Wedown Ezg, aehgpy tocaichasnge
ray fromitsbrilliant light.”**

Afte mantioning thetridsthe Shut-doar bendsin Manehavegoretirough, JamesWhitecontinuesby rdaingE. G.
Hamorisfirg visonand gopearstosseaconpleleayreamatt bawemnit andthe positionof TheDay:Sar 2

Inassoond|eter to The Day Sar in September, 1845 hecomments

"Thefdl of Bayloncommencedinthegaing of 4A3whenthedhurdhesdl around begen
tofdl inoacddd&te andwescomplded onthe Ahmonth 44, whentheledt faint ray of hopewes
tekenupfromawicked world and church."*®

A little further in this letter, White continues:

"Theyear of hisredeamad, ar theyearinwhich hewill recsam hispegple commenced
whentheaonamat ended, andwill nat dosetill thewaitingsonsof themoming il pant ther
dadfetinthegol den streets of the City of God.""

A axdlay tothebdief thet theatonement ended on Ocdtober 22,1844 wasthe bdief thet thisday of aonement

ushered in the Jubilee” ear and thet Christwouldcameby theend of the duoiles, or on October 22, 1545, James Whiteindicates

hisendorsament of thisbdlief nat onlyinhissatemantsabove but dsoin hislag wordsfromthesameleter:
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"Doweknow wha wetch the Lord iscoming? Cartainly. Three have passed, and
thereisbut four. All whoseethislight will recaveacatanty thet beforethe 10th day of the 7th
month 1845[0at. 22, 18453, aur Kingwill come, and wewill wetch, and like Noah know
the day. (Rev. 3:3)" "

TheOpan-doar Adventigsagjedted toesch of thepanisthet

the Shut-door Adventistsregarded astedting truths Regarding thefact thet the preeching of ddfinitetimein Odtober 22, 184* wes

thetest thet hed separated God's peopleforever from thewarld, F. C. Brown offersthis apol ogy:

"Insodaing, wenow confesswehavehonetly erred. . .

"After dl auringanuity hesbesn oart inatemptingtoleamtheexad imefor the
Advat, andwehavefoundthet theman plllarsof aur hopearenat auffiaatinthispaticuar
tosuppart uslongg. . . Weare therdforebound, indl dferancetothe Wordof Godto
aendonourgroundof definite time."©

Inwhet gopeared tothe Shui-door Adventigisto beraumingtomekeunion with afallen world, F. C. Brown
continues:
"Nar shoudit beovelooked thet onedf the dhief dgedionsto our viewsisthusofar
removed, thet wemay hopeto recaveno sl addiiontoour rarksfromamongdl the

humidleand devated who heatily love Jesusand hisgopeaing, but whosefath hesnever been
adenueteto gragp adefinitepoint of imefor thet event™

Respondinginthe February 6, 1845 Maming Weatch to Tumer and Haeés January, 1845 Advert Mimar concaming

theShut-door, Bro. Sorswrites:

"l think | see how these dear men have been |led
intowhet | concaveisadangarausarar, pardyzng
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all further exertion for the salvation of men, it isan unwillingness to
admit that we as Adventists have been wrong on any of our positions."*8

Storrs continues by noting that although Turner and Hale felt that admitting any error
would necessarily mean "we have been wrong in every position behind us. . .", in fact in order for
them to have arrived at their Shut-door conclusions they would have first had to admit that Adventists

had been wrong concerning the event to take place on October 22, 1844.%°

Referring to Turner's and Hale's tentative "ifs" and "possibilities’, Storrs isolates what he feels
to be the greatest danger in accepting Shut-door views- a danger which was far more serious than any
which might have resulted from preaching a definite times while Open-door Adventists continues to
labor for the salvation of sinners, Shut-door adherents ceased al such efforts, thus depriving the sinner

of any further opportunity to hear and respond to the gospel.

“....thefirst error (Seventh-month movement) was not atogether
unaccompanied with efforts to save souls from death; but this (Shut-door) , if
received, isto put an entire quietus on our consciences, as to any responsibility
to seek the salvation of men."?°

In the February 20, 1845 issue of The Morning Watch J. V. Himes continues the Open-
door Adventists attack on Turner and Hale€'s Shut-door interpretation of the parable of the Ten
Virgins. Himes objectsto the Cry of the Seventh month as being the true and final Cry for the

following reasons:

1. "The Cry of the 7th month was alocal and partial one—it was confined to this country.

Although there are thousands of



-37-

holy and devated Adventigtsin Europe. . . yet the Seventh-month movement produced no influence

there."**

1. Inasnetothequesionaf whethe theBridegroomcame, Himes notes:

*Did he comespiritually? No. Hehas never been bsant garituelly, and thet would not fulfill
theperable TheBridegroom adwayscomesinpasn ... For Chrig tobemariedinheaven, whilethe
ouet aeontheearthwould beadrangeway to goinwith imtothe weddingA srangefulfillment of
theScriptures, thisl"*

2. Astothequedion of whether thedoor wasshut or nat, Himes makes this observation:
"Itistrue thet, without exagation, wherever brethren, ingtead of preeching salvation, have preschedno

moresdvation- asthey havesown, o havethey regped—and nosoushavebean convatadfrom ther labors
But when brethren have gonefarth, tocompd themto comeinthet thewedding may befumished with guests

meny havebenbroughtinfromthehighwaysand hedges ™
3. Concamingthe parddeitsdf heasks " Andwould aperddebegventolikentrecomingdf Chiginwhichevary
minutediraumeanceof hiscoming, exogat hisedtuel coming, should be presented, and that left out?" 2

4. QuadingMatt. 24: 23-27 concaningthesgnsaof Ghrigscoming, he argues:

"Whadore if they Sl say untoyou, Bendd heisinthedesat, gonat fartiht Behdd, heisinthesaoret
dhambas Bdieveit nat' Why may wenat bdieveit?May it not bepossblethat heisinthessoet b, the
nuptid dnember, having the marriage ceremony paformed? No. 'For asthelightningshinghout of theees,
adshireheventothewes, 0shdl dsothecomingof the Son of man be."#
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Haehed arguedthet the"heavenly things' of Hebrews 9:23which must bedeensad with better thingsthenanimd blood
referedto Chrig'sdeanaing of theheavenly ssnduary ontheanti-typical Day of Atonement, October 22, 1844. Howvever, Bliss
countered thislineof reesoning by correctly noting:

"Thissanificewesdifered oncewhen hedffered up himsdlf, Heb. 7:27. Hethen asoended to
the Father and 'entered onceiinto thehaly placehaving datainedeiemd redamptionfar us 9:12; far
Chiigisnat eteredintothehdy placemedewith hends which arethefiguresof thetrue butinto
heavenitsalf now to gopear inthepresence of God for us' 9:24. Chrig havingdonethis 'dter hehed
dfered onesanificefor 9ns forever st down ontheright hand of God, frombhenogfarthexpadingtill
hisenamesbemedehisfoat-giod; for by onedffering heheth pafeded forever themthet are
sandified, -10:12-14. Thispreparation mudt therdforehavedl beenmede, nat ori2pe226 of
Odiober, but ightesn hundred yearsagp:! ™

Blissempoyed anather pardled Chrigt toshow why hebdieved Chrisiansmugt continueto preech tosSnnersunitl
Chigcomes

"Webdievethat while God oarestheward, it ison acoount of hislong auffeing which
waited inthedaysaf Noeh 120 years —-hewassourwilling thet any should paishy andthet itisthe

impaaived.ty of dl tolabar inthevineyard until theMegter shall come at even to reckon
with them."?’

ltwasthis then, which Blissperodvedtobetheredl denger inachaingto the Shut-door. If onebdieved thet thedoor wasshut, he
would, consaouently, befound daing nathing for sSnnerswhen Chrig comes

The Open-door Adventists realized that perhaps far more convincngthenthetexsthe Shut-door
bdievarsatad westheexpaiencedt theautumn of 1844 which convinoad themthet thedoor wasshut. TheHopeof Isad, a

Shut-door peper, expresssstheimpect of thet expaience
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in this manner:

"So dso the ary which began thelagt duly, has had afinish- it was made, and hed
an end. Wewere dl engaged in extending the Cry, wewere driven day and night, until
about the beginning of the Seventh
month, when unexpectedly, throughout the host of God's dect, asound within the soul
sd, itisDone Thewatchmen were cdled from the wdls, the Advent papersthrough
theland bearing the cry were stopped." 2

The article continues by explaining what it saw to be the Sgnificanceof that subjective feeling:

".. .Wewered| enabled to see the walls of separation that were put between the
world and us on the 10th day of the 7th month, 'having done thewill of God," and with
one consent exdamed, our work for earth is done.

".. .Chrigisthisdoor, he dsnisthevine and we the branches. He having risen up,
the door is Shut; and every living branch israised up with him; --their prayersfor rebels
hushed and all unholy sympathies dried up forever."®

Josah Litch, an Open-door Adventist:, tried to indicate the danger of relying on experiencesand fedingsin

anatideentitled, "Did the Bridegroom Come in 18437":

"But what,' it may beasked, 'do you mean by such aquestion asthis—-Did the
Bridegroom comein 18437 | mean this—- that by the same arguments which you bring to prove
that Christ camein October lat, | will provehe came in 1843."*°

He continued by summarizing the fedingsthe Millerites had experienced concerning the Midnight Cry of 1843:
1. The Midnight Cry was the true cry.

2. They had the powerful witness of the Holy Spirit thet
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it wastrue.
3. Thepreechingd itbrougtawondaful effed.
4. God was evidently in the work.

5. Itfdlovedlogcdlytretif theCry of 43westhetrue ary, then Chrigt hed comeintothemarriageandthe

doorwas shut in 1843.

Litch continued by panting tothedenger towhich abdief such asthe Shukdoor, Sl edtive asit was coudleed if Chrigt
ddnat comeat thetimedf the Liilles whenthe Shut-door acherentsexpected im. Rether then adimit thet they weremidaken, they
mighttake” .. . theground of agairitud coming, and agairitud resuredion, andagairitual Jubilee, for they can not be

” 31

wrong.

Finally, Litch summed up his own belief:

"I believethewhdeadvat movemant framthedaysaof Edwad Inving, tobethetrueary,
andthet & thegppainted imethe Bridsgroomwill come, and they thet arereedy goinwithhimto
thermeniage and| dobdievethetimetobevery near"™

All other arguments as de, theevidencethat ssemed the mogt convinaing to the Opentdoar Adventigtsin support
of thar gancewasthat whenthey preeched thegogod, Smerswereconvartted. Wiiting inthe February 20, 1845

Morning Watch, B. T. Y oung states:

"Accordngtotheviewsaf some who givean exqpostion of Matt. 25th, thereisno gpportunity
forsimasgottain perdon now, unlessthey werepenitent onar before, the23d of October, lad. Is
ittrue? "

After mentioning arevival in which 200 people had come to Christ, Young
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"Sncethe 10th of the 7th month, two of theparsonsrdfiared toashavingbesn convated,
caretomy house .. They wereunreganaraaed whenthey came and, asonenow confesses ina
aonversstionwithme wasconvided of sn, and shortly &fter found Jesusareci ous Savior to his
soul "%

Smilaly, J V. Mimes repating anatrip through Canedaandnorthern Vermont, writes:

Infat itwasthistripthrough Canedaand Vemant withitsmeny reported conversonswhich convinoed Miller thet the

"Our brethren inthisregion are publishing afreeand full slvaionto snners Andthey
asuremeif ever God heard their prayers, and converted sousby thar ingrumentdity, heis
doingitnow... .| anmoreconfimad thenever Sncel cametothisprovinee, thet Jesus yet Stsupon
the mercy seat, and thet Snersmay cometo iminthecatanhopeof salvation.

...| ravehadthepessretossesoored theseconvarts and hear themtestify of the
fargvingmercy of God, and deedwith Snnerstocometo Chrig, assingthem fromthar oan
eqpaientetha Jasyet livestosvethedhief of sSmas™

door of praetion could nat beshut. Mimesvigted Millerin Low Hampton, H. Y.onMarch 8 and 9 of 1845

and reports the following:

"For alitletime hedherished someviews rdaingtothedoor of mercy, and thecoming of
theBridegroom, thet werenat in srict accordencewith the gbove prindplesof expogtion [thet the
parddedf the Ten Virgnsgppliesto the Ssoond Coning) . Thepaouliar and drikingdraungiances
o thetime led imintotheview. Bu, thefact of sousbangconvetedindfferat places as
fomaty, a onceshowed themistiskewhich hereedily and cheafully corrected. "
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Immediady fdlovingMimes vist Millerwratealdter, detled M arch 10, to The Morning Watch in which

he urged:

"And | now pesdwith thosewho hevesLipposadthedoor tobedhut, toyidd thepaint to
aur brethren of theoppoditeview; for itisevident a presant that dl evidenceisagang it
being now shut, if we can bdievetherepartsof our brethrenfromdfferent parts and surdy my
soul will not pemit meto doubat thar veraaity, who havebeen with usaspioneasinthework of
callingqog;heworld to thisimportant point of our faith-the Second Advent of
Jesus."

Thus by April of 1845, whenthe Albany Conferenceconvened, Miller found himsd f united with Himes Bliss
and virtudly dl prominent Adventig leedersin rgedting the Shut-doar. Theconferenceunenimoudy goproved adiatement of
what Adventistsbdieved, whichinduded thefall owing Open-door comment:

"Thet the Ssoond Comingiisindicated tobenow empheticaly righ, . .. Ardthet this
truth should bepreeched bath to santsand sners thet thefird may rgaioe knowing ther
redemptiondraveth nigh, and thelagt bewamedtofleefromthevwrathto come, befarethe
Mege of thehouseddl iseup and Shut the door.” 38
Miller addressed the conference and warned them against allowing various speculations to divide
the Advent believers. He urged, instead, that the Christian graces of love, patience, and prayer might
overcome prideful sectarian differences.®
Himes and Miller continued to attempt a union of the Adventists by holding further conferences,
thefirst of which wasin New York on May 6, 1845. There delegate after delegate testified to having had

experiences similar to that of Bro. L. Kimbal, who recounted his reaction to the October 22, 1844

disappointment. Mimes records it thus:
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"Heweset fird alitiedigposedtofavar theideathet thedoor of mercy wasdosed againg the
snner; but by presanting hisinquiries heleamed of convardonsandat oncegbendoned thisnationand
aganentaradthefiddto cooupy until theLord should come Hehesd o beenaneyewitnessof the
powe of God Sncethd time Thosethet never hed indulged ahopeandwereneverinfomed
conoamingthe Advert, wereconvarted and areill living epilesof themercy edendedtothesinner™®

AttheAdvert Conferencehd din Boston, May 26 - 27, bath Himesand Miller testified thet whenthey aduelly begento
work for sSmersit seamed thet aspell wasbroken ™ However, thisopen reiection of the Shut-cloor, many reported, had brought a
shapreadtion from Shut-door bdieveswho cdled anyonewho atempted to savesnnarsonedf the fool i sh virgins:

"Brather E. [Eastmen] said hehed been thrown by asafodlishvirgin becausehewould
preechthegospel to sinners."#?

Fndly, inaletter totheMay 22 Maming wetch acatan Bro. Bathdomew wratethet thergpartsaf conversonscoming
infromsomany diffarent placesather proved posttivdy thet thedoor hed nat beendhutin 1844, or thet dl of theseconvarsonswearein
factthedeogntion of Satan. ®Hefor ong, however, did not think thelatter to be so.

InTheMoming waichadf Jne 12 of thet year HimesrepartsavistwithMiller andagroup of Shut-door bdiesasinBllen
Hamnonishometoan of Portliand, Maine After refemingto  Tume'sview thet 6000 yeerswerefinished and themillenial Sebboeth

hedbeguninwhichno one was to work, Himes notes:
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towarldy menud lebor, anew light asit westhought, shone upon Bro. Tumer'smind, viz, thet the
Bridegroomhed come- thet hecameonthe 10th of the ih month, of the Jevishyesr legt part —thet the
mariagethentook place—thet dl thevirginsthen,insomesanse watinwithhimtothemarriage ad
thedoorwas Shut! Noneof these could belogt and nonewithout could be saved.”#*

Hethen natestha according to aday-for-a year reckoning, if theMidnight Cry wastruly gvenin Augus, 1844,

then Chrigwouldhavecome prior to June, 1845, Hines concludes:

"Thereisnow noviev whichwecantaked the Savanth-monthmovamat, which
mekesitafind ane Timehesdamordrated our midakesrespedtingit. Thenlet usdl sbendonaur
arars and reumtoour duty ashonest, fathful sarvants Thedoor of sdvationbang openwide,
andthegosod dill sounding aswedt rdeeseto dl the perishing sonsof Adam, letusas
mindersand mambarsaf thechurch of Christ awake, and engagewith new zed and
interest in the work of God.

"Abovedl, we mugt watch and pray dways, thetwhentheSondf Mancometh,
wermay befoundof him in peace."*®

By Uy of 1845William Miller hed printed a36-pegetract entitied Apology and Defenceinwhich he attempted to

explanhispresent underdanding of the 2300-day prophecy and of how it rdated to Octaber 22, 1844. Hisdatemanisreved a
deddad rgettion of dl sedtaian atitudeswhich tended anly to divide Chridiansfrom eech ather. Naialeamong the points

Miller makes are the following:
1. Adventigshed been migakeningopyingtheterm "Bebyion” todl aher Chridiandnurdnesandthet this

hed need esdy arested prigjudiceand hatility between Adventigsand ather Chrigianswiho hed not acoepted ther

Cete-stting.
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2. Hehedneve fdt thet whet heregarded aspauldionsthet Chriswould come onOat 22, 1844,
shaudhavebssnmedeasdvationtest. Further, he hed only endorsad the moverment withintwo or threewesks
of thet et becauseit hed ron solargeand thedete appesredito beaprabebleonefor Chrrist's return.

3. Hehedforatimebdievedthet theAdvertigwarkfor the world had been
finished.”®

4, Astimewert on, however, he had becomedamed a theedtramessdaian saint menifested by
meny Adventist graupswhosought todifellonshipall whodidnat agreewith them™®

5. Hehad benwrongonhisdrandogy, andif ather deteswerecarmedt, Chrig'scomingwould ot
bemaorethenafew yearsaway. Heweasthusdgeminedto™. . . liveincontinual expectation of the

event.

6. Hefdt thecontinuednesdto cal Smastorgpantanceandfathin Chrig sothet they might beprepered

for Chrig'scoming. !

WhileMiller and Himes showed and open, kind, and acogpting attitudetowardsthe Shut-door bdieverswho, they
conduded, warehonegt intharr attempt tofallow and honor God, the Shut-door bdievasmenifedied theedtramdy ssdtaian ainit thet
hed sodamed Mille. They denounced Opanrdoor Adventigsasfadlishvirgnsinthemod severelanguege

Enoch Jroobsrestedtothe Openvdoor Advertistsinthe Lne 24, 1845 Day Star by indisting thet the Shut-cloor

Advantigsweretheonly true Adventigs Of thosewho hed retumed to thework of winningsin-
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ners he writes:

"They nodoutredlly fed thetitwill bebutasmdll metter for the Almighty towaive theteedy
ingsaf thepedt, andjust gpen againthedoor of acoesstothewarld, and durdhes tosavethar
otherwise tarnished honor.">?

J D. Adkandsfurther undarined the Shut-door bdievers postion when he stated concerning the Open-door
Adventists:

"Butaenat thefodidhvirgnsShut aut, andarethey nat arying Lord, Lord, gpenuntous?|
ansve, they asswl asthewiseareshut out from aocesstothewarld and durdhesfor theeffectud
prodamation of thetruth asit isin Jesus. Thefodishaetryingtopreechwiet they cl truth, but whet
contradidstheword and providence of God-and thenthey cannat geintheear of thednurch or warld.
Theseback-didng Adventigswho compained sspiteoudy thet wewould nat dill presch and pray for
theconversond sSmashavenow abundantly shoanther hypoaisy, for ther meinefatsareamed &

theovathrow of aurviewsand their own recovery and exdtation, and thesnnarsand Babylonians
aenonethebetter foranything they can or will do for them.">

Inthelatesummer and ealy fal of 1845, just astheshui-door bdievershed conduded thet the Opentdoor Advertigssware
fodishvirgns theeditarsof thetwo Shut-doar pepersinManedl gaveup bdief inthe Shut-door. Wiiting tothereedersof The

Hopedf |gad inthe Septamber 3 1845 Advat Hadd, John Rearsonexpdansthereasons for his change of postures

1 Thehard, judging and unfargiving sairit of the Shut-door bdievarswes natindheradier withthered warking

of God's Spirit.>*

2. ThedvidonwithintheAdvantis rankswasnot ful-
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fillment of the parable of the Ten Virgins, because that parable will only reach its
fulfillment at the second Coming of Christ. Careful reasoning showed that the parables of
Matt. 24 - 25 dl reach their fulfillment together when Christ comes in the clouds of
glory.>

3. "The new Tests of Salvation - abelief that the bridegroom has come - that the

door is Shut, etc., are not agreeable to the Word of God, by which we shall be judged at

the last days.">®

Bro. Jacobsin The Dm star said of Pearson's article, "It isaregular confess over which an
editor of the Advent Herald isrgjoicing-- inasmuch as Bro. J. Pearson has returned to his first
love.”*" In reply Pearson noted that Jacob's judgment of him was one evidence, among many, of
the truth of my remarks. . . that those who claim to be in the right, and are teaching that adivision
must take place in the Advent ranks before the Lord shall be revealed, do not possess the graces of

the Spirit, nor that charity that suffereth long, and is kind; that thinketh no evil."*®

In response to the question of what hisfirst love was, John Pearson replied:

"It was love to God and my blessed Savior; and consequently, it exhibited
itself in loving and obeying all the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ."™

John Pearson then answered several other questions that Jacobs had posed about why his
article had been published by Himes and whether anyone el se had influenced him to change his

views. He asks that Jacobs furnish him with the name of the person who gave him this evil report.
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C. H. Pearson, Jdnishrather, confessedin aletter to Jeoobs on September 22 thet hehed arigingted themisundarsianding conceming

hishrather,because he had felt that John's confession

"...wasredly atrgpfor such as entatainad thefath of thedosed door. Uponreeding the
e, | wessidiad thet nathingever put farth uponthisaugedt, wesowell cdaulated toshekethe
faiﬂwdsetom; nat only for itscontents but coming asit did fromonethat hed puldlidy edvocated those
viens"

In fact, John Pearsonisargumeant wes o compdling thet hisbrather gave up the Shut-door and halted
publication of lime Within the Veil. In aleter tothe October 8, 1845 Voiced Truth heexplaned hisadtions
"Thethought thet weweressnding farth erar weghted likeanincubus upon my heatt.
Inaddtionto thismy atentionwasarested, by what gopeared to meto bethemord of the
parablecf the Ten Virgns asfaundinvaerse13h. Watchthaefare for yeknow nather theday

nor hourwherdnthe Sonaf man cometh. Fromthisit seemed dear thet the coming of the
Bridegroomand of the Son of menwereaneand the same.” !

JamesWhitereacted towhat to him gppeared to begpodtasy by gating in aletter to the October 11, 1845

Day Star:

"BlessGod, der Brather, therearemany inMaing whodand firm onthetruth, unmoved,
fixed thet wehavehed the TrueMidnigt Cry, and of coursethe Bridegroom hescome, and the
doorisShut; if nat, atrue Midnight Cry hestold alie”™®

Furtherintheleter hecharges "Brethren J and C. H. Pearson, and E. C. Clemons havegiven upthe Shut door, and are

n63

doingdl they canto drag others to outer darkness.

James white went even further to assert that the fall of C. H.
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Peersonand E. C. Clemonswies theresult of thedenid of their faithasindiceted by their plansto get marmied. Enoch Jeoobs
James\White and atharsd thistimefdt itwesadenid of fathand sntomary so soon befare Chrig'scoming, Infadt, Jeools
firelly camed thishelief toitslagicd condusion by urging adibecy ondl whowoudbepatt of the 144,000 and himsdif withdrew to
aSeke commureinthefdl of 1846 there to await the Lord's return.

O.R L. Crose, whoinafew monthswouldwritethe Sanduary atidethet E. G. Whitewou dendorseinvision,
likeniseindicated intheOctober 11 issuedf The Day Sar hisbelief inthe Shui-door and his dismay thet theeditorsof theHope
Withinthe Vel woudrgect thistruth. Hecontinueshy quatingapartionof aletter thet E. C. lemonshed wiittentohimtoexaan
her reesonsfor gving up the Shui-door. Theseressonsindicated theinfluencewhich Jossph Tume'sviews asexpressadintie
Jauary, 1845 Advert Mimar hed hed onher:

"Wl | dofed moreand moreconfimed thet wehavebeen sered ointapre theparaileas

wehave by Bro. Josgoh Turner— who, even supposng himthe Lords weavestheoriestoo
ingenioudy tobesdfeas a teacher.”®

IntheMay, 1850issedf Bresart Truththe Shut-coor S D. A. plonearsdnarged the Opankdoor Advertigswith
aontinuingtoset detesfor the coming of Chrigt, becausethey (Open-door adherents) refused to acogt thefedt thet the 2300
daysaf Danid 814 hedinfect endedinOctober, 1844 with the shutting of thedoor.” Itistruethet Mille’slookingfar afuture
endngwithinayear or two of the 2300 daysdid encouragethe Opandoor Advartiststo st further detesfor Chrig'scoming,

Howeve, theevidencedearly indicatesthet the Shut-door
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Adventigswho were sitled on the October 22 datelikewise continued to specul ate and set dates for Christ's
second coming.
Whitingin Aprl, 1845, 0. R. L. Croder essated thet theanti-typical Day of Atonement would take one yesr,

according to the day-for-ayear prindpledt praphecy. Hebdieved thet thefirgt helf of thet yeer fromthegaingtothefdl of

1844wesooopiedinthetaryingtime:

"During that time he Christ waited to be gradousand through hisfaithful saverts
cavethelagcdl of mercy totheworld. Thenonthetanth day of the seventh month (Oct. 23). ..
Jesus dosed the taryingtimeby entering uponthedfficeof bridegroomor thefind eonemant for
hispeoplewhichistooooupy thelegt helf of thepresant Janvish month andwill end about the 20th o
21 of thismonth™

Itisevendamed by aaiticof E. G. Harmon, LudndaBurdick, thet theformer hed predidted Chrig would come

firdinduneandthen in September of 1845:

"Duingtheyear 18451 mg MissHIen G. Hamon severd timesa my Undéshouse
in South Windham, Me Thefirg of thesemedtingwasin themonth of May, when| heard
her dedarethat God hed reveded to her thet Jesus Chrig would retum to thisearthin une the
next month. During thehaying sseson| again met her in company with James White d the
sameplaos and heard my Undeask her about thefallure of the Lord to gppeer in June
according to her visons Shereplied thet shehed beentaddinthe languege of Caneenwhichdhedd
ruurlastagmcrﬁsmmdreuninsmmba,aﬁemﬁgmmm grass instead of
thefirst.”

Whilecaremust be exerdsed in acogpting aaiticstesimony & facevaue egpeadly inlight of thefact thet there

isnoatherindependent source to confirm this account, still Mrs. Burdick's account
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doesposessat lesst amessureof aradibility, consdaring thet whet sherecdlsabout E. G, Whitdsather visonsand James

V\/I’ite‘s|creed1'ngomheS]'udJorcanbeirrjsqoe"lzls"llyom‘irmedfromprimarydomments.69

Whethe or nat E. G. Hamondidinfadt predia Chrig'sreumin Jineand in Sgatamber of 1845, wedo know thet

among Shut-door believerstharecontinuedto beintansegpenulaionasto Hiscoming Writing in The Jubilee Slandard, May 29,

1845, and using prophetic speculaion, Hiram Edsond o expectad Chrid tocomeinfulfillment of the 1335 days of Danid
12:12 by August of 1845 a thevery latest.™® James White, writing in The Day Siar of September 20, 1845,
ressoned that Chrig would comeon thetenth day of theseventhmonthin 1845 at the compl etion of the year of
Jubilee:

"TheMidngt Cry, wesay, westheantitypedf thetrumpet blowninthe49th year. So
|agt year wasthe49th, thisisthe S0t or Lilea" ™

Further in hisletter White gives the assurance that:

"Theyear of hisredeamad, ar theyear inwhich hewill redeem hispeodlecommenced
whentheaionemant ended, andwill nat doeetill thewaiting Sonsaf themoming Sl plart their
dadfetinthegol den streets of the City of God." ?

When Odober cameand wert without Chrig'sreturn, H. B. Woodbodk, usngthesame besic ressoning as James
White, found away toedend thetimeurtil the Passover of 1846.° F. B. Hahn, aSeverth-day Sebbeth kesper dosdly assodiated
with Edson, Bates Croger, andthe\Whites recd aulated the 1335 daysinthe April 2, 1847 lax Davn todemondrate

condusively thet Christwould comeinthespringof 1847,
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Fndly, it gopearsthat Josgph Bateswasthelagt of the S. D. A. pioneersto set adate for Chrigt's coming.
He believed that Chrigt would come seven years after October, 1844, when hewrotein 1850:
"The saven spots of blood on the Golden Altar and before the Mercy Sest,
| fully believe represents the duration of thejudicid procesdingson theliving
santsintheMog Holy, dl of whichtimethey will beintheir afliction, even seven
years, God by hisvoicewill deliver them, 'For it is the blood that maketh
atonement for the soul' Lev. 26:11. Then the number seven will finish the day
of atonement (not redemption). Six monthsof thistime, | understand, Jesuswill
be gathering in the harvest with hissickle, onthe White Cloud.” ™
After so meny repeated falures at setting dates for the coming of Chrigt, based on a confident gpped to
various Old Tetament typesand chronological calculations from the book of Daniel, one would think
that the Shut-door Adventiss might have questioned the vaidity of their reasoning as to the Shut-door theory
itsdf. It should be noted that the only difference between the type of reasoning which convinced them that
probation had clased in October of 1844 and the reasoning thet Christ would returnin April, May, Augus, or
October of 1845 wasthat each date was successively proved to be erronecuswhen Chrigt did not in fact come.
However, since Chrigt's entrance into the Most Holy place in heaven was spiritud and beyond the ahility of
anyoneto digprove absolutdy and visibly in the sameway asit could be demongtrated that he had not comein
the clouds of glory, the Shut-door Adventists seemed to have no pressing reason to chdlenge or to reexamine

thethinking that had led to their bdlief thet probation was cl osed.
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With the failure of the Lord to come in April of 1847, James WhiteinA WardtotheLittle
Hadk, May, 1847, sought to aredit theE. G. Harmonvisanswithreveding thearar of bdieving Chigwoudcome in
October of 1845:
"It iswl knownthet meny wereexpadting the Lardto comeat the ihmonth, 1845, Thet
Chrigwoudthen comewefirmly bdieved. A few daysbeforethe timepessed, | wesin Fairhaven
and Datmouth, Mass withamesssgeonthispaint of time At thistime, Ellenwas with the band
a Caver, Mass, where she saw in vision, that we would be disgppointed, and thetthe
sinsmLE pesthroughthetimedt Jeoddstrouble, which was future. ™
IntheMacdh 14, 1846 ay Sar E. G. Hammon doesrde toavison shehed hed around Odtober, 1845inwhich hehed
sntha thetimed Jeoddstroublewasye fuure However, hedoesnatindicate a thistime thet her visonwas given prior
to the disgppointment of October, 1845 or thet thevision hedindeed saved Advert believersfrombeing dissppainted” Whetis
drange dill, if JamesWhitesaooountin A Word to the Litle Hodk isto bearedible, iswhy hefallsto mentionin hisNovember
19, 1845 ldtter to TheDay Sar ather theE. G. Hamonvison o thefuturetimedf Jeodbo'straubleastheressonfor the
disgopaintment in October, 1845. Infat, Jamesdffasan entirdy different explanation for thepassng of time, namdly that the
"nowesof theheavens have not yet been shaken.
Inthisinddent we havean exampleof what will berepeated many times in the future as James
and Ellen White look back on her ealiervisonsandintapret theminwaysthet ssemtoindicatetheprovidentid
leeding of God. The prodem, howveve, isthet asone looksa thecontamparary evidencedf whet thevisonrsmeant et the

time



they were given, one comes to realize that the later interpretations often totally conflict with the
initial understanding, which itself raisesa host of questions.

For example, in the particular incident cited above one might assume that the scattered
believers, discouraged by yet another disappointment, needed to know then in October of 1845 that God
was still leading them-- not two years later in May of 1847, when James White offered his explanation
in A Word to the Little Flock. Why, then, would James withhold such encouraging news-- that God
was still leading them through vision and that the time of Jacob's trouble was yet future --for two
years and even appear entirely ignorant of it himself, when he had already mentioned E. G. Harmon's

first vision to the readers of The Day Star in August of 18457

Just what was E. G. White's attitude toward the Open-door or nominal Adventists, as they
were considered? Though years later we find Mrs. White in Christ's Object L essons accepting and
applying the Open-door Adventists interpretation of the parable of the Ten Virgins to the Second
Coming with no mention of 18447, in 1844-1851 she opposed the Open-door Adventists as rejected

of God.

In aletter in The Day Star of December 6, 1845, Eli Curtis applied the term
"nomina Adventists' to those who opposed the Shut-door. Two years later in aletter to Ellen White
he expressed his feeling that these nominal or professed Adventists would at |ast be saved. Note, how-

ever, Mrs. White's response in A Word to the Little Flock to Eli Curtis:

“Y ou think that those who worship before the Saints' feet (Rev.
3:9), will at last be saved Herel must differ with you; for God
shew me that this
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dasswereprafessed Advantigs who hed falen away, and ‘audfied tothemsavesthe Sonof
Goddresh, and put Himto openshame” Andinthehour of temptation, whichisyet tocome to
dhow aut evaeyonestruednaradter, they will know thet they arefarever lod; and ovewhdmed with
anguishaf qarit, they will bow et theSaints' feet. . .

"TheLord hesshown meinvison, thet Jeusroseup and shut thedoor, adentered the
Hdy of Hdlies a the ih month, 1844: but Michad's ganding up (Danid 12:1) to ddiver
His people, is still in the future.s®

Despite the force of White's condemnation, however, it should beremembered that the Open-door Adventiss
had some sound Biblicd and expaiantid ressonsfor bdieving thet prabeionhed natinfactdosed. Snceeven S D. A. gpologsts
today must concedethat probetion ddnat dosefar thewided warld in Octiober of 1844, must they nat o beprepared to dlow thet
med thehundredsdf convearsonsreparted, inthe Opentdoor AdventiSs peparsduingtheyears 1845- 1851 were genuine?
Surely God continued to save sinners during the so-called Shut-door period (1844 1851); andif thisis o, he Met
ocatanly haveused theOpen-door Adventiststo preech the gospd tothosesnners Subsaquently, these Open-door Adverntitsfeit
judtifiedin rgeding the Shut-door argumeants becausethey hed sssawiththerown eyes sinners still being saved.

Howeve, acadful examingionaf HlenWhitésvidonsduring the Sut-door eaindicatestiet Sheregardad dl reported
aonvasonsas an atempt to deceive God'strue children. In her fird visonis reveded what hebdievesto have hgppened

to thosewho rgected theideathet thetrue Midnight Cry hed been sounded and prabation hed ¢l osed:
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"Othasrashly denied thelight benind them, and sad thet it wesinot God thet hed led then
out ofar. Thelight behind themwent aut which left theminparfeat darkness andthey sunbdled
andgat ther eyesoff themark andlost Sght of Jesus and fell off thepeth downinthedark and
wicked world below. It wasjust asimpossiblefar themto get onthepethagainandgoto
theCity, asdll thewicked worldwhich God hed rgjected.” &
Her February, 1845 vision, whichshedtated (inthe Batesltter of 1847) hed confirmed theadvent bendinthe Shut-dloor, indicated thet
dl whoddnat redizethet Chrigt hedlIeft theHoly Feoeand goneintotheHaly of Hdlieswerenow infadt prayingto Seten.
Furthermore dl who rgected the spedid light of the Midnight ary and Shut- door she saw leavethecompany of thosepraying to
JeasintheHoly of Haliesand"a oncerecsved theurhdly influenceof Seten®
Mrs Whitecontinued to haveather visonsduning the Shut-door pai od thet offered thesame denunaaionsineven
dronger languege Recounting avision of March 24, 1849 she writes:
"Somegppearedt to havebsm redlly converted, so asto deosive Godspaople butif ther
heartsaould besen, they would gopear sshlack sseve.
"My acoompanyingangd bedemelook for thetraval of soul for sSmarsasussdtobe
| looked, bt couldnat seet, for thetimefor their sal vation was past."®*
It, therdfore, ssamscondusivethat Mrs Whitebdieved and taught in 1845 that dl who hed abendoned theimpartance of theMidnight
Cry and Shut-door becausedf therepartsof converdonsand wiho hed beguntowark egeinto savesnnershed besndecaived of Setan

andhedfallen off the path to the wicked world below.
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Theearly S. D. A. pioneers, including E. G. White, felt forced to condudethat the door of probation
had dosed, because they had linked Danid 8:14 with the parable of the Ten Virgins, thus, they could see no suitable
termination of the2300 days other than October 22, 1844. Tha they weretrying to befathful to ther
understanding of Bible truth is indisputable. However, this same commitment to truth aso characterized the
Open-door Adventists whose understanding of Maithew 25:1-12 was, in fact, correct, whilethat of the Shut-door
believerswasnat. How canit bevdid, then, to say asdid Hlen Whitein 1883 about her continued belief in the
Shut-door:

"l wasoaninvigonand| dill bdievethet thereweasaShut door in 1844. All whosaw
thelight of thefirst and seoond angdls messsgesand rg ected thet light, wereleft in darkness
Andthosewho acogated it and recaived theHdy Saintwhich ettended theprodametion of the

messagefrom heaven, andwho ataward renounoad tharr faith and pronounoad ther eparience
adduson, thereby rgected the Spirit of God, andit no longer plead with them."®

E. G.Whitecoudand dd grant afew exogations asinthecase of William Miller:

"S0 dol saw that WilliamMiller ered ashe wassoon to enter theheavenly
Canaen, in uffering hisinfluence to go againg the truth. Othersled hint to this, others
must account for it. But angelswatch the preciousdust of thisservant of God, andhewill
aomefathathesoundof thetrumpet."86

However, Suchexogptionsddnatinvdidatewhet shevieved asthegeneral rule.

It should be noted that what Ellen White meant by the Open-



door Adventigsrgeding thar fathwesnat thet they nolonger bdieved thegospd of Chrigt and Him auaffied or thesoon-coming
of Chrigtin power and glory, but thet they did nat acoept the Shut-dloor bdlievers intarpretation of wiet hed heppened October 22,
184, Thus it ssamsthet the Shut-door Adventigshed fellenintothevery dengarwhich Martin Luther had warned
against:
"It isindead truethet Somepessegesof Sripture aredark; howvever, they coniannathing out
predsdythet whichisfound a ather placesin dear, open pesseges But now theherdicscomeon,

undargand the dark pessagesacoording to thair ovn mind, and contend with them againd thedear pessages
thefoundgtiondf our faith."®’

TheNew Tedamat dealy and repedtedy datesthd if webdievethet Chrig dedfor our snsandif weaoogt Himas
Savior and Lord, wearejusified through Hisblood (Romans 5:6-11). How, then, aould someonein 1844-1851, who by faith hed
acogtedthedesr gogod messsgedf theNew Tetamant, belogt becauseheor shedid nat acogat the Shut-door Adventists
understanding of Daniel 8:147?

Theprademwith meking corect undarsianding of thedifficuit pessages of Saripture (end Danid 814 issurdy adifficut
varsg compared with John 3:16) asdvationisseisthat aperson's sdvation thenrestsupon corret knomedge rather thenon Chrigt
done Itshould beemphesized ageina thispaint thet thereesonthe Open-door Adventigsrgected thefirst and seoond angd's messeges
asgvenin1844wesbecausethey comedly understood & thet timethet theperebleof the Ten Virgins goplied to the Second Coming.
Infadt, their interpretation of thisperablewasendorsed by HlenWhiteharsdf in 190088 andif shehed corredtly interpreted the

paradlein 1845, shewoudhave



-50-

found herself among the group of Adventists whom she had |abeled forever damned.

It was the Shut-door Adventists very preoccupation with attempting to correctly understand
every aspect of the 2300-day prophecy of Daniel 8:14 that prevented them from achieving any clear
understanding of the gospel. Joseph Bates, writing in Second Advent Wad Marks and High Heapsin
April, 1847, explains why the Shut-door and the gospel were not compatible:

"Paul's open door, then, was the preaching of the gospel with effect to the Gentiles.
Now let this door be shut, and the preaching of this gospel will have no effect. Thisis what
we say is the fact. The gospel message ended at the appointed time with the closing of the
2300 days;89and almost every honest believer that is watching the signs of the times will
believeit.”

Perhaps, the most accurate presentation of the pioneers' concept of the gospel is given by

James White:

"The keeping of the fourth commandment is al important present truth; but
thisaone will not save anyone. We must keep all ten of the commandments, and
strictly follow al the directions of the New Testament, and have living, active faith

in Jesus. Those who would be found ready to enter the Saints' rest, at the appearing of
Christ, must live wholly, wholly for Jesus now."®

In addition, James White held to anti-trinitarian views which denied the full deity of Christ:

"The way spirituaizers this way have disposed of or denied the only Lord God
and our Lord Jesus Christ isfirst using the old unscriptural trinitarian creed, viz., that
Jesus Christ isthe eternal
God, though they have not one passage to support it, while we have plain Scripture testimony in
abun-



-60-
cenoethet heistne Sondf theeiemd God'

[twould sssmthet anacourateunderstanding of thegospd of jLtification by fath doneand of thefull dety of our Lord Jess
Chrig ismuch morecantrdly impartant to sdvationthen aproper urdarsanding of Danid 8:14. Y e, though our plonearscatainly
ladked 3uch anunderdanding, nonetoday wouldlevd againgt themthejudgment with which they condemned other
contemporary Chrigtians, namdy that thedoor wasshut to them becausedf ther hesitation to acogpt whet Sut-door
adherents considered to be essentia truths.
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Chapter IV

THE SHUT DOOR AND CHRIST'SENTRANCE INTO THE MOST HOLY PLACE

Asmentioned in Chapter 111, it was Josgph Turner's concept of Christ's coming asthe Bridegroom to the
heavenly marriage (published in the Advent Mirror in January, 1845) that initidly alowed the Shut-door Adventigts
to retain fath bothin the October 22 date and in the Shut door. Turner tended to see the priestly work of Chrigt as
finished, which implied that dl true bdieverswere dready seded and could not belogst. Snce Snswereno longer
being forgiven, it was ashort gep fromthisassumption to a belief in the perfectionism of man.

Although E. G. Whiteésvison of February, 1845 helped to correct the errors of Turner'sview of
the Bridegroom by showing that Christ did indeed havea continuing ministry in the Most Holy Place,
she continuedto perpetuate the Shut-door error by linking it with Chrig's entranceinto the Most Holy
Place:

"The Lord hasshown mein vision that Jesus rose up, and shut the door, and
entered the Holy of Holies, at the 7th month, 1844, . "

Assheunderstood it, when Christ'swork as High Priest in the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary
ceased on October 22, 1844, He had shut that door and opened the door into the Mogt Holy Place. Thissame
February, 1845 vison underlined what she saw to bethe critical importance of understanding that Christ had

moved from the Holy into the
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Maod Hdy FAace It dso onved thecondtion of thosedut outinOct. 22, 1844.

"ThenJeusroeupframithethroneand mod of thosewhowerebowed doan roseupwithiim. And | did nat sseoneray
of light pessfrom Jesustothiscardessmultitudedter heroseup, andthey wereldtin perfect darkness. . .

Thosewhoroseup with Jesuiswould ssnd up therr fathtohiminthehdied, and pray, My Fether, gveus
they Saint" Then Jesuswauld brestheuponthemtheHdy Ghot. Inthet bresthwisslight, power, and much love,
joy, and peace.

| tumadtolodk & thecompeany whoweredill posad befarethethrone they did nat know thet Jesushed Ieft it. Seten
gppearedito beby thetirong tying to carry onthework of God. | saw them ook up tothetirong and pray, Fether, giveusthy
Saint’ Stenwouldthenbregtheupontheman unhdy influence; init thereweslight and much power, but nosvet love, joy, ad
pesoe SHarnisohjet wasto kegpthem dendived, andto draw back and decve Gods chil dren.

Thetthe Adventist regerded whet Blen Whiterdated invison asfindingitsfulfillmentinthar ime rather thenat someppairtin
thefuture isdaified by anatidein Presant Truth, Decamber, 1849 by David Armold. After meking an extendve pardld of the
parable of the Ten Virgnswiththe Adventig expaiancecf 1844 and onwad, heexlansthesgnificancedf Chrig'sentaingtheMost
Hadly Raceand shuingthedoor to thefirst apartment. Just asthetypica High Priest fulfilled Lev. 16:17, s0dso Chriginthe

antitypicel fulfillmentin1844woulct

1]

...... ceae tobeapried inthefirg gpatmant of thetruetebamedefor thesnsof the
whdeward, and put onthehdy gaments and, with thetruelsred of Godinsaribed onHishresd- platect
Jogmet, goinwiththembeforethemercy-st, ..

Further in the article he continues that Christ,
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pessed within the second vell, beering beforethe Fether, onthebreed-plateof judgmert, dl for
whamheisnow adingasintercess. If thisisthe position that Chrigt now ocoupies, then thereisno
intercessor inthefirg gpartment; andinvaindo misguided soulsknodk e thedoor saying, *Lord,
Lord,open unto us." 4

Amadd goesontoansiver thedgedionthet childrenbdowtheage of accountability can not now be

saved by commenting:

“....asthey werethen in agtate of innocency, they wereintitied toarecord upon
thebreagt plateof Judgment as much as those who had sinned and received pardon;

and arethera‘oresubjectstothepr%tirtao&xsicno‘(1:gea:h'ghpn'e:a:"5

Further, inarder to counter dl thedaims of conversonswhichwearebaing advanced asproof thet thedoor wasnot S,

Amddwrate

"Therdorethey aeconvated totherdigonafthevaiousseds but nat to God, andthehigh
andhdy gandard of the Bilde Theprophet Hossasaw thistimer and for 'our leerning and guide has
written, Theg/ have dedit treecheroudy againgt the Lord; for they have begotten strange
children'.”

Legtit beargued thet Blen Whitehersdlf did nat agreewith Amad dscondusions it should benoted thet Sherefersto

Hosa56- 7 inthesamemanne and for thesame purposewhenwitinginthePresat Truth of March, 1850:

"Theexdtemasandfdserdameionsd thisday donat moveus forweknow thet the
Megter of thehouseraseupin 1844, and hut thedoor of thefirst gpartment of theheavanly
tebamede and nowweaatanly exped thet they will gowith thar flocks, to sesk theLord, but
they sl nat find im; hehethwithdrawn himsalf (withinthe second vl fromthem!. TheLord
hesshown methet thepower which iswith themisamere humean influence, and not the
power of God.
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"Thosewho published the 'Watchman' have removed the land-marks. | saw,
two months ago, that their timewould passby; and then some honest souls who had
been decaived by thistime, will have achanceto recaivetruth. | saw that most of those
who preach this new time do not bdieveit themsdves. | saw that our message was
not to the sheperds who have led the flock astray, but to the poor hungry, scettered

sheep.”
It should be noted that in thislast paragrgph Ellen Whiteisreferring primarily to Adventistswho did not have the

truth concerning the Shut-door and the Sabbath. To alesser degree she may have been willing toindude other
Chrigianswho had not heard the Advent message; however, sheisnot hereinduding snnersor thewicked world. A
morecomplete treatment of this point is given in Chapter V1.

That the Shut-door Adventists saw Chrigt's entranceinto the Most Holy Placein terms of the dose of

probation is made abundantly clear in an article by James White in the May, 1850 Present Truth:

"At that point of time 01844] the Midnight Cry wasgiven, the work for the
world was closed up, and Jesus passed into the Mogt Holy Place to receivethe
Kingdom, and cleanse the Sanctuary."®
He continues by explaining that the reason the advent believers no longer felt aburden for snnerswasthat Christ hed
entered the Most Holy Place and shut the door. While objecting to theidea thet the door of mercy was dosed,
JamesWhitedearly satesthat any snner . . . who had regjected the offer of savetion, was left without an advocate,
when Jesus passed from the Holy Place, and Shut that door in 1844."°

Of the churcheswho hed rgected the Advent message hewrites:

“...they go 'to seek the Lord', as still an advocate for
snners, but, says the prophet Hosea
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5:6,7 , They shdl not find him; he hath withdrawn himself from them. They have
dedlt treacheroudy againg the Lord; for they have begotten strange child ren. *°

0.R. L. Croser wasthefirst Adventist to write out acomplete undersanding of Christ'sentrance asHigh

Priest into the Mogt Holy Place. Of Crosier Ellen White wrote in 1847:
"The Lord shew mein vison morethan one year ago that Brother Croser had
the truelight on the deanaing of the sanctuary, and thet it was hiswill,
that Brother C. should write out hisview whichh J1 gaveusintheDay Star extra,
February 7, 1846.

It was Crosier's basic contention that every aspect of thetype inthelevitica earthly tebernadeand itsservice
must befulfilled. From there he atempted to show how Chrigt hed fulfilled dl the Jewish yearly festivds, savefor
the Day of Atonement. This, he contended, must befulfilled a the end of the 2300 daysin 1844, which must
take place in the heavenly sanctuary above, Sncethe earthly sanctuary had been destroyed in 70 A. D. Crogier
specificaly deds with Hebrews 6:19-20 and Hebrews 9 and deniesthat either of these passages refers
to Chrigt's entrance into the Most Holy Place a his ascension. Thus, the traditiond Adventist undersanding

of Chrig's entering theMogt Holy Placein 1844 rests on the assumption that Crosier correctly understood

Hebrewsto be showing that Chrigt entered the Holy and not the Most Holy Place at his ascension.

Unfortunately, Crosier's basic argument that asin the type, so in the antitype isfaulty. He
employs this assumption to demonstrate the need for the future fulfillment of the Day of Atonementin

the anti -type because the heavenly sanctuary mugt have aHoly and Most Holy Place,
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asdid thetype. However, following the same faulty reasoning one could aso condudethat Christ must be
sacrificed oftenin order to fulfill all the various offerings in the type.

Importantly, rather than emphasi zing the pardld s between Chridt's sacrifice and the levitical sanctuary
sarvice, Hebrews continualy emphasi zes the contrasts between and the superiority of Christ's High Priestly work

over that of the earthly high priests

Christ As High Priest Earthly High Priest
1.  Without sin Snful
2. Livesforever Died
3. Hissaxificecompletdy dealt with sin Blood of animalscould not remove
sin
4. Hascompleteand full accessto God Limited accessbut oncea year

5.  Hiswork wasfinished and Hesat downat God's Hiswork wes never finished
right hand
That Crosier's interpretation of Hebrewsis indeed seriously flawed has been well demonstrated, not

only be theologians such as Norman H. Y oung™? and Desmond Ford™, but also by the primary testimony

of the Scrip-

turesthemsdlves. Whileit istruethat the Greek word ta hagiacan be trandated, "holy place’, "Most Holy
Place’, or "Sanctuary”, it isthe context of Hebrews 9 and 10 which indicates positively that ta hagiais meant to
aoply tothe Most Holy Rlacein Hebrews 9:12, 25-28, 10:19-20. Thus, the context supports the New

Internationa Verson'strandation of ta hagia:

"He (Christ) did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he
entered the Moat Holy Place
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oncefar dl by isownblood, havingdotaned gamd redemption” (Heb. (:12, NIV).

Thewondafu messsgedf Hebrevswhichtheealy Advertigsoverlooked westhet because Chrigt hed dreedy mede
acompleeatonemat for Ins(Heb. 9.26, 28; 10:12), snful menwho acogatsby faith Chrig'scompeed doneamatcan.. . have
aorfidencetoater theMost Hay Rlaceby theblood of Jesuss by anew andlivingway opened for us throughtheaurtain thetis
hisbody, andsncewehaveagredt pries over thehousedf God et usdraw near to Godwithasnoareheattinful | assurance of
faith..." (Heb. 10:19-22, NIV)

Atthispartitisimportant tonotethet Croser hed repuidboth the Shut-door and his Sanctuary teeching by

1899.In aletter written that year, he explains:

"When'the10th day of the Ahmonth timepassed in the fall of 1844, he [William
Miller] and athers (withfew exogations) whowereinteresedintheMidnight Cry, asthey cdledit,
beievedthet thedoor of marcy westhenshui-thet nomaresnnarswould or could beconverted.
Thet goinionprevaledin 1845 and 1846. Inthelatter yeer | publishedinan Extradf The Day S,
apspe puldished by Enoch Jeoobs & Gindnreti, anexpodtion of the Ssnduary anditssaviceinthe
Law of Moses to explan how and why the door of mercy wasshut. Onaooourt of aur
ignorancedf the Soipturesmy argument was marefully and morewiddy acogpted thenit desarved
tobe Inthenext threeyears(47-49)
| saw and published its defects asto the Shut door.™

Mention shoud dsobemede of the Daroester visongiven Hllen Whitein Novembar of 1848, which hesoften bemn
ated by Adventid godogdsasevidancethet & lesst by Noveber, 1848 Mirs White dearly envisioned an Open-doar minisiry of

svaionforthewhdeworld. Tofurther subdantiatethisdam thegpd og dsquoteadae-
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ment in Life Sketches (1915 edition) in which E. G. White writes:

"After coming out of vison, | saidto my husband: 'l have a message for
you. You must begin to print alittle pgoer and send it out to the people. Let it be
small at firgt: but as the people read, they will send you meanswith which to print,
and it will beasuccess from thefirst. Frown thin smal beginning it was shown meto
belikestreamsof light that went clear around the world."**

This, indeed, would be animportant exhibit in support of the premisethat Mrs. Whiteno longer
bdieved that the door of salvationwasdosad to snners if it could be shown that she actualy expressad thisin

November, 1848. Thefirst written account of thisvision comesfro® Joseph Bates who recorded Mrs. White's

words while shewasin vision:

"Y ea, publish the things thou hast seen and heard, and the blessing of God

will attend. Look yet that risngis in strength, and grows brighter and brighter.

That truth isthe sedl, thet'swhy it comeslast. The Shut door we have had. God

hestaught and taught, but thet experienceisnot the Seal ."*°

Thus, Batesrecords her referenceto the Shut-door shortly after she spesks of publishing the truth.

However, nothing in this version of the vison indicatesaworld-wide publishing minigtry of sdlvation tothewhole
world. Moreover, goparently even James White did not perceive any Opertdoor implicationsin thisvison, because
the magazinewhich
he published asadirect result of thisvison WAS dedicated to explaining that salvation for sinners had ended in
1844 when Christ had shut the door!

Onefuther conddarationisthefact thet nowhareinthe 1880
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ediondf LifeSkeidhesisany mantionmededf thisDoroedter vison Nather doesitindicatethat & thistime E. G. Whitedealy
reelizedlthet their pudishingwork would herdd amessepeof svationtothe entireworld™ Thefirst mention of anything
resambling the Dorcester visonisnat dfered by Mrs Whiteuntil 1887, and eventhenthetimeand locationof thevisan Arenct
identified.”” Thus the Dorcester vision cannot sucoessfuly beused to explain away themeany Shut-door visionsthet Bllen White

dd havefrom 1844-1851- visonswhich canbe dated in articles published during that time period.
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Chapter V

THE SHUT DOOR AND THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE

TotheAdvenigt pionearsthefirs angd'smessage hed ben fulfilledintheMidnight Cry thet Christ was aoming Octaber 22,
1844, Thesaoond angd'smessegefound fulfillment intrue Adventisisleaving the churchesthat hed rgjected Mille'sdete setting,
Frdlly, whenthey cameuponthe Severth-day Sebbeth they emborecad it asthe parfect fulfillment of thethird angd'smessege of
Revdaion141-12

Inher March 24, 1849 vison HlenWhitesaw thet it was only ater thedoor totheHaly Hacehed beenshut and thedoor
gpeneditotheMost Haly Flacethet thetruelight of the Stbsthwasto shinefarth Thus to bdievethat onecould find accessto God

inthesameway hehed before1844would betodeny thet thedoor wes Lt
“| swthet theenamiesof thepresant truth havebeentrying to gpenthe doar of theHdy Flace
thet Jeushes s, andto dosethedoor of theMogt Hdy Haos whichheopanedin 1844, wherethe

Arkis contaningthetwo teblesaf soneonwhich are writtentheten commendmanishy thefinger
of Jehovah."

Thesaiousnesswithwhichthepioneasconddared thisdnengedf aooessto Gadisind cated by Blen Whitéscompatison
af theJawsinghlity, fdloningthar rgedionof Chrigt, tofind Godinthe sameway thar farefatharshed withthe Advertist

expaiancedf 1844. Writing aslateas 1884 in The Spirit of Prophecy, val. 4, shesays

"Theconditiondf theunbdieving Jansillus-
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tratesthe condition of the cardessand unbdieving among professed Chrigtians, who are
willingly ignorand of the work of our merciful High Priest. In thetypica service, when
the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place, Al |srad were required to gather about the
sanctuary, and in the most solemn manner humble their soul] before God, that they might
receive the pardon of their Sns, and not becut off from the congregation. How much
more essentid inthisanti-typicd day of atonement that we understand thework of our
High Priegt, and know what duties are required of us."®

She continues by asserting that the present duty required of usisto keep the Seventh-day Sabbath.

Thisbdief, then, served to reinforce the Shut-door Adventists conviction thet there were no true
conversonstaking place anong other Chrigtians or Open-door Adventists, because these professed converts did not
accept the Sabbath test of the third angel's message.

Writing in the December, 1850 Review and Herdd, Jossph Bates asserts:

"We know that these people aresaying, and will ing g, that they have reclaimed
hundreds of backdiders, and that scores have been converted to God, under their teaching,
sncethe Albany Conference of 1845 (a meeting of Open-door Adventists) .

"We say, that aslong as they continue rebellious againgt their lawful Prince, itismordly
impossiblefor them to beget for him one peaceful subject. God has atrue test, by which to try every

individua sncethe Midnight Cry. It is ‘the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.' Rev.
14:9-12g

Inthe January, 1851 Review and Herdd Bates continued his attempt to demondirate theinterrdaionship

between the Sabbath and the Shut-door and to show that theterm "shut door" included dl snners and backsliders:
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"WhentheMagter of thehouse (theLord JesLg) roseup and shut tothedoor, l honet
bdievers thet hed somitted to hiswill, and dhildrenthet hed not arrived to the years of
accountability, weareundoubtedy bomein onhishresgt-platedf Judgment which isover his
heart. The names of dl thet fully kegpthecommendmantsarerdained Thosethet donat, will have
thar nemeserasad before JesLsleavestheHdliest. . . Snnarsand beckdiderscannat gt thar names
onthebresgtpl ate of Judgment now."®

WhileE. G. White conceded in avison of 1847 & Topsham, Manetheat thereweresome of Godschildren
who asyet did not seeand kegpthe Sebbett?, theimplicationsof thischengeof anoessware, nonethdless, dear. Rior to 1844
peoplecould besaved without Sahibeth dbsarvance, becausethedoar into the Mot Hdy Rlacehed not beenapened. However,
ater 1844 dvation for non-Sabbetai answas nat posske for theshuiting of thedoor in 1844 wesjus assgnificart tothe
Adventig ponersaswasthedeeth of Chrigtin A. D. 31 They snoardy believed thet asthe Janvswho did not acognt Christ s
Messahweaedut out fromGod, soweredl thosewho dter 1844 did nat acogat thenew way of accessto God throughtheModt
Hady Race by mesnsafthe Sabbath test.

WhileAdventisistoday praect thistet into thefuiure till sometimejugt prior to Chrig's Second Coming, the Advert
pionearsbdieved thet in 1844 they hed dreedy entered thosel et day's Thus diter sating thet the Sthbethwesatest, E. G. White
wraeinhervision of March 24, 1849:

"Stanisnow uingevary deviceinthissedlingtimetokespthemindsof Godspeoplefrom
the present truth [ Sebbeth] : and to causethemtowaver. ™’
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Thequedion thet Surfacesa thispaint s if thereisto beatest of doedienceto God, shauldit beadodrinethet canonly beundergood
inlight of thefaulty propheticintereiation of the Shut-doar Adventigts ar fouldit nat rether beatruth dearly enyaneduponthe
GatilebdievasintheNew Tetament?Hlen Whitemekesdear therd ationship she saw between the Shut-door and the Sebbeth

in the same March, 1849 vision:

"Therel wasshonnthet thecommendmeantsaf God, and thetestimony of JessChig, rdaingtothe Shut
cdoor could nat besgparated, and thet thetimefor thecommendmantsof Godtoshineaut, with dl tharr importance,
andfor Godspeogleto betried on the Sabbeth truth was when the doarwesgpenedintheM ot Hay Hece
o theHeavenly Sanduary, wherethe Ark i containing theten commendments Thisdoor wasnot apened, until
themedidionof JeswesfinidedintheHoly Place of the Sanctuary in 1844."8

Thefactremding howeve, thetinall of theepidieswrittento Gentile believers, not onecommands Sabbath-keeping.
Norisit ever ligedasanedf thednsthet will oatainly kegp onefromthe kingdom of heaven. To the contrary, Paul wams- nat
once but three times—egeing fardng Gantilebdlievarsto kegphdy days indudingthe Seboeth, whichwereonly shedons theredlity
bang Chrig (Rom 14:5-6; Cdl. 2:16, 17, G4l. 4:10). Moreover, where doesthe New Tedameant even hint thet thecantrdity and
dory of Cevay will beedipsad by yet another equely impartarnt evart insdvation higory, and thet believerswill beableto ggin
aoesstoheaven anly throughameeans other then that one and only gospd affirmed by the gpogtiePaul? Do we not find,

rather, that the S. D. A. pionears, for al thar snoaity, menegedtotum peodeaway fromthedaity of the
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gospel and back into Old Covenant shadows?

Infat, thissanseof anather gogpd'sheingepousadisvay deay indicatedinavisonMirs Whiteexpaienoedin

Osvap,N. Y. on July 29, 1850:

"Thenl saw thosewhosehendsarenow engeged in meking up thelbreschand aredandingin
theggos that haveformeny snce'44 brokenthe Commendmentsdf God and havesofar fallowed
thepopeastokegpthefird day ingteed of the Sevarth, waould haveto gointothewater and bebeptized
inthefaith of the Shut door end kegping the Commendments of God andin thefaith of Jesus
coming to St onthethronedf hisFether Davidandtoredeem Israel. 9

Fndly, a the close of the March 24, 1849 vison E. G. Whitegpesksof theatemptsat refametionand
aonvasonof Smasshy thosewho did nat recognizethet the door was hut. Hereshemekes strong Shut-door and close of

probation statements:

"I saw thet themysterioussgns and wonda's andfdserdformaioswoudinoressead
goreed Therdometionsthet wareshown me, wearenat refamnetionsfromertor totrutty but from
bedtoworss for thosewho professad achenge of heart, had only wrapt about them a
religious garb, which covered matheiniquity of awicked heart. Sane gopeared to have
been redlly converted, so asto deceive God'speople; but if their hearts could besean, they
would gopear eshlack aseve.

"My acoompanyingangd bedemelook for thetraval of soul for snnersesusadtobe |
looked, but could not seeit; for thetimeof their salvation was past."®

Repubishing thisvigonin 1851 in Expaienceand Viens Mrs Whiteomitted the underlined sentences Further, in

aSuppemeat to Expaienceand Views publishedin 1854, Hlen Whiterdocates




-81-

toatimeinthefurethefdsereformétions and atemptstoexplanthet it isthosewho haverg eded thelight onthe Adveant doc-
trine who no longer have travail of soul for sinners.
Infadt, however, thecontiext demendsthet theserdfommetions were, as Whitesaw it, theresuit of thosewho were
theenemiesof presat truthy; for esaw themintheealy pat of thevison,
“......ryingtogpenthedoar of theHdly Place, that Jesus hed shut; and to
close the door of theMast Holy Flaoe, which heopenedin 1844, wherethe At is cortaining the

twotadesof gone onwhicharewritten i ten commeandments by the finger of
Jehovah."

Futhamore itwesthe Sut-door bdieverswho nolonger, according tothevidon, hedtraval of soul for Snners because
they nolonger bdieved thet Snnerscould beconvarted. JamesWhite mekesthispant dear whenhewritesof theAdvert

expaiencedta 1844inthe June 9, 1851 Review and Herad:

"A few daysbeforethetanth of the Savath month, thousandswererunning to and fro,
gving theay, and pgpascontaningthemesssgewarescatered everywhere, liketheleaves of
autumn. But bout thetenth, every Advent peper wes sopped, adthetravding brethren reumedto
thar homes, feeling that they had given their last messageto theworld. Thesate of feding
throughout theentirebody of Advart bdievascan beacoounted for inno ather way, thenthet adhenge
thentook placein thepostionof the'Vine

(Jesus) , and theliving ‘branches fdt it. And asheoessad to pleed for theworld, and moved
withinthessoond vl theliving brancheswerecdled avay from thewarld, and their sympethy wes
with Jesus, and with each other."*®

Findlly, Bllen Whitesstatement, " Some gopesred to be converted, so asto decsive God's people. ... *must dso be

understood
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inthe context inwhich it wasgiven. How could these convers ons decaive Gods childra? Apperantly, by corvinangthem
thet thedoorwas nat infact hut. Wiriting inthe December, 1849 Presant Truth just four monthsefter Mrs WhitdsMarch 14,

1829vidonfirg gopeared in print, David Arnold argued:

"Theprofessed convarsons throughtheirgrumantdity of thedifferent ssdts aredsourged
as pogtive proof that the door isnot shut. | cannat gveupthedeer fufillment of prophecy, inour
expaience whichshowstheShutdoorin
theped, for thegpinions fanaesand fedings of men, besed ypon humensympethy and asuparditious
reverencefor early imbibedviens GodsWordistrue, though it prove all men liars."*°
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Chapter VI

THE CRITICS AND THE PIONEERS REMEMBRANCES OF THE SHUT DOOR YEARS

Aswe condder thetestimony of both defendersand critics of Ellen White asthey look back in later
years, we must be awvare of severd factorswhich are bound to affect the accuracy of any such tesimony. FHrst
of al, memory can be slective or faulty, and thus, even the most honest recollections can mideed. Ellen white
hersdf acknowledged in 1883 that she no longer had accessto some of her early printed visons and desired that
any who had possession of her visons published before 1851 send them to her.1

Secondly, because Mrs. White's visions during the Shut-door era had become apoint of
controversy, itisared possibility that an overly zed ous attempt either to defend or to discredit her gift could
lead both her criticsand the pioneersto conscioudy or unconscioudy offer only a partial and thus distorted
account of the facts. Because of thesetwo quite likely posshilities, wewill attempt to check the rdiability
of thetestimony of critics and pioneers by perusing the primary documents published during the Shut-door
years, 1845 - 1851.

In Ellen G. White and the Shut-door Question Arthur White devotes severd pagesto an attempt to
demondrate from thetestimony of S. D. A. pioneersthat James and Ellen White were not Shut-door adherents,
sncethey actively sought the conversion of sinnersfrom 1845 - 1851.2 On

page 21 Arthur white draws atention to thetestimony of aMrs. Truedall, who in the summer of 1845

was concerned about a friend that had been pre-
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vented from attending Adventists meetings. Mrs. Truesdall was subsequently assured by E. G. Harmon that,

"God never has shown methat therewas no salvation for such persons."

Inthisincidence we find Ellen Harmon expressing the same understanding of the Shut-door as that

explaned by Hdeand Tumer'sAdvent Mirror of January, 1845:

"We know thet at the dosing of thedoor of mercy, al who fear God and work
righteousness, according to the Light they have, must be embraced by hisarms of mercy;
though asthe measure of the light they have differs, the apparent form of their character
must differ. And there may be changesin the form of their character, which wemight
cdl conversons, though it would imply no change in their inward character before
God. That such may be found, for whom we should labour, there can be no doubt; and
infact, itiswith such adass only, few indeed isthair number, that our laboursare in any

sense successful."

Certainly, both E. G. Harmon and Joseph Turner, who was cond dered an extreme Shut-door bdliever, could
agree that the young woman mentioned by Mr. Truesdal was onewho did "fear God and work
righteousness according to the Light" she had.

Arthur White proceeds by quoting from J. N. Loughborough to the effect that immediatdly after the
February, 1845 vison in Exeter James and Ellen White, "labored for somewho made no profession before 1844,
which was directly contrary to the practive of thosewho held the extreme view of the Shut-door."® However, a
full examination of Loughborough's account published in the September 25, 1866 Review andHerdd reveds

two crucid paragraphswhich precede the one Arthur White quotes:

"The question came up, that evening, whether Sis-
ter White believed in the doctrine of the Shut-door after thetime

passad in 1844. Said Bro. White, in
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reponsetothisquestion, Bro. Caver, | will mekeanadmissontoyou, Which, of coursel would
natmekein publicto ashap opponart. Shedid believeit "

Refaringinthenext paraggohtotheExeter visondf 1845, James White continues:

“.......Cosdainghe youtfuness and her bdief inthe Shut door and the
viensaf theAdvat pegple it would nat havebeen consdered vary srangg if her
visonhedrecdvedaclaring, inwriting it out.””

It should be remembered that James Whites conversation with H. E. Carver wiasinthecontext of ahested controvarsy
over E G, Whiteés Shut-door visonsard thet withinafew monthsof thet convarsation Carver, Shook, and Brinkehaff wareto

rgect Mrs Whiteasaprophet of God, subsequently leaving the S. D. A. church.

Jameswhitemay well havewishedHo bdiievethet heand Blenwereadivey preechingtosinarsimmediatdy fdloning
Fearuary, 1845 however, dl of theevidenceindicatesthe contrary. Even Robert Olson of theWhite Edatesadknoniedgesthet
theevidencedemondratestiet Mirs Whitebdlieved her visarstaught thed aseof probetionunil 1847.8

Futhemore, inthefall of 1845 JamesWhiteheldlthet the Atonement had ended October 22, 1844, Just whet James
and other Shut-doar bdievarsmeat by the Atonemant'shaving ended on Odiober 22, 1844 isdear from an acoount by Jdhn .

Lenis afdlow Shui-door bdiever, inthe October 25, 1845 Day Star:

"On the 10th day of the 7th month, the Priest
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aways entered into the Holy of Holies, and after an atonement, came out on the same
day and blessed the people. Thistype had its complete fulfillment, or anti-type last

fall. ..
""There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but acertain fearful looking for of

Judgment, and fiery indignation which shdl devour the adversary,’ and consequently thereareno
more offeringsfor sinners. The gospe dispensation is ended. So far asthe salvation of Snners
isconcerned, it would seem the Judge has decided their case. And thelr execution is now
pending. 'Why then stand ye without, knocking, and saying, Lord, Lord, opento ud' Know ye
not that the blood of Chrigt can not avall any longer, with the Father, for the world? Seeking

mercy, by those whose condemnation is sealed, upon their very foreheads only servesto
provokethe Divine Justice: For ‘when once the master of the house hath risen up and

shut to the door, and ye begin to sand without and knock, saying L ord, Lord, open unto us' he
will then say depart from meye workers of iniquity, | never knew you.™?

Lest any offer as apology that James White did not fully agreewith John Lewis, let us examine James own

datements coming aslate as May, 1850, concerning the Shut-door:

"When we came up to that point of time [Oct., 1844] dl our sympathy, burdens and
prayersfor snners eased, and the unanimous fedling and testimony was, that our work for
the world wasfinished forever.”*

Several paragraphs further he continues:

"Heisdill meraful to hisSaints and everwill be; and Jesusisdill ther advocate and
priest. But the sinner, to whom Jesus had stretched out hisarmsdl day long, and who
rejected the offer of salvation, was|eft without an advocate, when Jesus pesssdfromtheHdy

Hae andshutthedoor in 1844." %2

That James and Ellen White did actively labor to spread the
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third angd's message to Adventists who had accepted thefirst and second angels messagesisdear fromavison

Ellen hed a& Topsham, Maine in 1847:

"I saw that God hed children who do not seeand keep the Sabbath. They have
not rgected light upon it."*®

Thus, thefact that James and Ellen White sought to bring the Sabbath truth to Bro. and Sister Patch does not
adequatdy argue againg thefact that they believed probation had closed for Snnersin 1844, as Arthur White

contends.**

Nor wasit incongstent with their Shut-door bdiefsto see James and Ellen White concerned about the

sdvation of children, for as Joseph Bates explained in the January, 1851 Review and Herad:

"When the Madter of the house (the Lord Jesus) rose up and shut to the door all
honest bdievers, that had submitted to hiswill, and children that hed not arrived to the years
of accountability, were undoubtedly bornein on his breast-plate of Judgment whichis

over hisheart. . .
"[tistrue, some personsthat are ignorant of this message may, and undoubtedly

will besaved if they die before Jesus leaves the Holiest. | mean those that were
believers before 1844. Sinners and backdiders cannot get their names on the breegt- plate of

judgment now. "*°

Thus, the view of the Shut-door as explained by Bates harmonizes with thetestimony of variousbdievers,
including Ira Abby, who remembered James and Ellen Whitée's concern for the sdvation of the children.
Even the experience of Herman Churchill, who made no public confesson of rdigion until 1845, can be

harmonized with Hdesand Turner's original understanding of the Shut-door. Asthe August, 1850
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Advent Review makes dear, "He had never opposed the Advent, and it isevident that the Lord had been leading
him, though his experience had not been just like ours. ™ Thus, Churchill could have been onewhom Hale and
Turner viewed as honest in heart and who was, as such, embraced in God's arms of mercy when the door
was shut.17

As late as April of 1851 the Shut-door was still defined by James White as exduding rebdlious
snners. In responseto aBrother Truesdail, who wished to know what the Shut-door meant, James Whitere-

plied:

“... Webdievetha thosewho heard the everlasting gospel message and

rgjected it or refused to hear it areexduded by it. We have no message for

such."*®
Those who could till be converted were erring brethren-- open-door and firg-day Adventists,™ childrenwho
had not reached the age of accountahility in 1844, and precious soulsin the churcheswho had rejected the Miller
its message, but who were themselvesliving up to dl thelight that they possessed. When these would hear the
third angdl's message (the Sebbath), they would be converted from error to the truth.

The point that must be repeated isthat athorough examination of dl the Shut-door believers writingsfrom

1845 - 1851 does nat yied even the faintest suggestion that the gospd could still be proclaimed to awicked world.

Even Uriah Smith, writing in defense of Ellen White's early visions in the June 19, 1866 Review and Herald,

comments:

"Sofar therefore asindividud casesareconcerned, the visions do
positively teach that there are some, how many we of course know not,
whose pro-
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bation has ot yet ceasad, but who are yet to be converted to God or sealed to
destruction. . . But for theworld, thewicked in generd, we can not pray. Our
prayers could neither reach nor benefit them. Their heartsare hopelesdy dlosed
agang t£12ereception of truth, by which done peopl e can be sanctified and
saved."

Now let usexaminethetesimony of severd whoin later yearsbecame critics of E. G. White. In
reading the testimony of those who had heard E. G. Harmon in 1845, we should note that Robert Olson has
recently commented that Ellen Harmon misunderstood her firgt vision of December, 1844 tomean, " . . . that no
one could accept Chrigt after October 22, that only the Little Hock remaining in the household of faith would be
saved. and that everyonedsewould belost."™

If that isthe caseit should not be surprising that we find critics recal ling incidents such as

those following:

"John Megauier, Saoo, Me, amean noted for hisintegrity, writes 'Wewe| know the
course of Ellen G. White, thevisonig, whilein the sate of Mane. About thefirg visons
shehad werein my houseinPoland. She said that God had told her in vision that
the door of mercy had dosed, and thet there
was no more chance for theworld. The True Sabbath by Miles Grant, p. 70."**

Concerning Ellen White, Mrs. Lucinda Burdick wrote:

"Ellen was having what was caled visons said God had shown her invison
that Jesus Christ arose on thetenth day of the seventh-month, 1844, and Shut the door of
mercy; hed |eft forever the mediatorid throne; thewholeworld was doomed and lost and
therenever could be another snner saved.” The True Sabbath, p. 72. »

0.R. L. Croder, another shut-door Adventist who wrote out hisview of the Sanctuary doctrinein the Day Sar

Extraof February, 1846, a
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view E. G. Whiteendorssd by vison® dedaredinaletter on Deceber 1, 1887, "Y es | know thet E. G. Hammon, rov Mrs
White hddtheShut door theory at that date."’
Howeve, Mrs Whiterespondedto et leet somedf her aiticshy denying thetruthful nessof whet Mirs Burdickand

MilesGrant hedassated. Inaleter tod N. Loughborough, Augud, 1874, ewrate

"l thereby tedtify inthefeer of Godthet thedhargesof MiilesGrart, of Mrrs Burdick, and athers
published inthe Crigs arenat true. The Satemansinrdierencetomy coureinforty-four ae
false.

"Withmy brehrenand sas dter thetime pessedinfortyfour | ddbdievenomoresmas
would becorverted. But | never hed avisonthet nomoresmaswoudbecorvated .2

"I never havedated or writtenthet theworld was doomed or damned. | never haveunder any ar-

cumdancesusad thislanguegeto anyone, howeve anful. | have ever hed messages of reproof for those
who used these harsh express ons."?

Respondingtofurther dergesmedeby aiticsconcamingherearly Shut-door statements, she explains

in 1883:

"For atimedte thedisgopantment in 1844, | dd hadincommonwith theadvent body, thet the
door of marcy westhenforever dosed tothewarld. Thispostionwesteken befaremy fird visonwesgiven
tome Itwasthelight gven medf God thet corrected ourerror, and encbled usto sseour true

position."®
If indesd Mrs Burdick dd grosdy misigaresant Hlen\Whitesvison of 1845, andif her visonsddinfact dealy indicatethet the

doorof svaionwasgpenwideto sSma's how canoneacoourt for visonsgiven Mrs. White from 1844 to 1851 that

harmonize with Mrs. Burdick's
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concerning both James and Ellen Harmon'steachings can be subgtantiated from published gatements and visions

recounted during the same time period.

LucindaBurdick offered amore complete satement of her encounter with JamesWhite and Ellen Harmon

during 1845, and it isinteresting to compare her account with published letters and recorded visons of the Whites™

Burdick's Account

1. Inthefdl of 1845 sherecdlshaving heard
James White gpesk:

"Inthe afternoon of this same Sunday, White
preached a the home of Andrew Badge about ahdf
milefrommy undésresdence, andthewhole
burden of hissermon wasthat the door of mercy hed
been dosad thetenth-day of the Seventhmonth in
the year of 1844; that there was henceforth no
sdvation for snnersand that God wasreveding
himsef to hispeoplethrough visons.”

Burdick's Acoount of the 1845 Visons

1. "l fird heard of Miss Ellen G. Harmon (aftewards
Mrs Ellen G. White) in the early winter (Jan. or
Feb.) of 1845, when my unde

Jodah Little cameto my father'shouse and repested

thet he had seen one Ellen Harmoninthe act of having
visonswhichshecdlamed were given her of

God. He said

J Whites Published Letters

1."Thefadl of Babylon commenced inthespring of

43 when the churchesdl around, began tofall
into a cold state, and was completed onthe
7th month 44, when thelagt faint ray of hope
was taken up from awicked world and
church."32 (September, 1845)

"Bless God, dear Brother, thereare many in
Maine, who stand firm on the truth, un-
moved, fixed, that we have hadthe True
Midnight Cry,' and of coursethe Bridegroom has
come, and thedoor isshut; if nat, atrue
Midnight Cry hastold alie" 33 (September
29, 1845)

Other E. G. White Visions

1. White commenting on her Feb., 1845 vision:

"Therewasone Sger there that was cdled
very spiritud . . . Shewastruly amaother in
Isradl. But adivision had risenintheband on
the Shut door. She had great sympathy, and
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that she declaresthat God revededto her

that the door of mercy was dosed forever,

and that therewas henceforth no sal vation
for sinners.”

".. . JeusChrig hed risen from the Mercy
Seet and entered the Holy of Holiesin
heaven, and that the door of mercy wasshut
forever."

" .. .that theworld washdply doomed."

”... Thedevil had taken possesson of the
Mercy Seat andwas decalving the people,
who werepraying for the Holy Spirit, by
casting upon them certain exhilarating
influences which they mistook for the

Spirit."

2.

could nat bdievethedoor shut . . Most of
them received the vision and were
settled on the
Shut door."34

"It wasthen | had avison of Jesus
rigng from Hismediatorid throneand
goingtotheholieg . . . Mog of them
received the vison and were settled
upon the Shut door." *° (February,
1845)

"It wasjug asimpossblefor themto
get onthepath again and go to the aity,
asdl thewicked world which God
has rejected."®

(December, 1844)

"Some gppeared to have beenredly
converted, S0 asto decaive God's
people but if ther hearts could be seen,

they would appear as black asever,

My accompanying ange bademe
look for thetravail of soul for Snners
as used to be. | looked,

but could not seeit; for thetimefor thar

sdvaionis past."*’ (March 24,

1849)

4."Then | turned to look a the company who
weredill bowed before thethrone. They
did not know that Jesushad left it. Satan
appeared to be by the throne, trying to
carry onthework of God. | saw them

look up to the throne and pray, My
Fether, giveusthy Spirit. Then Satan

would bregthe upon them an unholy

influence"® (February, 1845)

Thus, thetestimony of the Advent pioneers does confirm that Jamesand Ellen White

actively labored for certain classes of people-- Millerites
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Chapter VII

THE TRANSITION FROM THE SHUT TO THE OPEN DOOR

Aswe have noted earlier, the Shut-door Adventists employed the term "opendoor” after 1844 to refer to
thefact that Christ had onOctober 22, 1844 shut the door to the Holy Place and opened the door to the Most
Holy Place. Their use of thisterm was very different from that of Open-door Adventists, such asJ. V.
Himes, who in an article entitled "Open Door in Canadd' (March 5, 1845 Advent Herdd) rejoi ced:

"Our brethren inthisregion are publishing a free and full salvatiionto snners. And
they assure me, if ever God heard ther prayers and converted

soulsby their instrumentdlity, heisdoing it now. . ."*

The Shut-door Adventists by contrast believed that their work to save sinners and to awvaken aforma
church wasfinished. As years passed, they were willing to accept the fact that there might be a few honest-
hearted people who were ignorant of the Advent message, or children too young in 1844 to have made a
decision, who might yet be converted. Nonethdess, Shut-door adherents remained convinced thet the door was
shut for four classes of people:

1. Snnerswho had rebdlioudy reected the gospe prior to October, 1844

2. Professad Chrigianswho had heard and rgected the Advent teaching that Christ was coming in

October, 1844

3. Adventists who gave up faith that in October, 1844 the first and second angels

messages had been fulfilled, when Christ
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shut the door (In this class some alowance was made for those who had been ignorantly

deceived by false sheperds)

4. Those Adventists who had accepted the significance of October 22, 1844, but who later refused to

accept the Sabbath or third angel's message

That S. D. A. pioneerstill endorsed thisview of the Shut-door until at least June of 1851 can be
demongrated by various atements made by Joseph Bates and James White, which gppeared in the Review and

Herald. Writing in January of 1851, Bates explains:

"When the Magter of the house (the L ord Jesus) rose up and shut to the door, dll
honest bdievers, that had submitted to his will, and children that had not arrived
to the years of accountability, were undoubtedly bornein on his breest-plate of
Judgment which isover hisheart. The names of dl that fully keep the
commandments are retained . . .

"It istrue, some personsthat areignorant of this message may, and undoubtedly
will be saved if they die before Jesus|eavesthe Holiest. | mean those that were
believers before 1844. Sinners and backdiders cannot get their name on the breest-
plate of Judgment now."?

When James White was asked to define his understanding and use of the term "shut door™ in the April 7,

1851 Review and Herdd, heoffered this explanation:

"Converson, inthedrictest sense, sgnifiesachangefrom snto holiness. Inthis
sensewe reedily answer that it does not ‘exdude dl conversons, but we bdievethat
those who heard the 'everl asting gospd’ message and rgected it, or refused to hear it, are
exduded by it. We have no message to such."

He continues by sgnifying thosewhom hefeds might yet be converted: 1) Erring brethren, meaning Adventissswho

had been part of the 1844 movement,’ 2) Children who had not reached the age of accountability
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in 1844;? and 3) Chrigtiansin the churcheswho had lived up to dl thelight they possessed, but who hed not yet
heard or rgected thethird angel's message.®

Inthe Jdune, 1851 Review and Heradd JamesWhite makes further dlusonsto the Shut-door'smeaning

thet probation had closed:

"But about thetenth, every Advent paper sopped, and the traveling brethren
returned to thelr homes, feding that they had given thair |last message to the world.
The gate of feding throughout the entire body of Advent brethren can be accounted
for in no ather way, than that achange thentook placein the postion of the'Vine
[Jesus] and theliving 'branches fdtit. And as he ceased to plead for the
world, and moved within the second vell, theliving branches were caled avay from
theworld. and their sympathy was with Jesus, and with each other."”

Ellen White expressad some strikingly smilar idessin her last recorded Shut-door vison, givenin

Camden, N. Y., gpproximatdy June 20 - 22, 1851

"Then | saw that Jesus prayed for hisenemies; but that should not cause usor lead us
to pray for the wicked world, whom God has rg ected-- when heprayed for hisenemies,
there was hope for them, and they could be benefited and saved by hisprayers, and dso
after hewasaMediator in the outer gpartment for the wholeworld; but now his spirit and
sympathy were withdrawn from the world; and our sympathy must bewith Jesus, and must
be withdrawn fromtheungodly . . . | saw that thewicked could not be benefited by our

rayersnow ...."%

While questions have been raised concerning the authenticity of thisvision, it seems proper to accept it as

vaid for severd reasons. Firgt of dl, the obvious Smilarity of expression concerning the mean-
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ingof Chrid'seranceinotheMog Hdy Haoein1844 bawean James Whites June Review and Herddartideand the Camden
Visonisevidat.

Ssoondly, Urih Smithin 1866 gopeared to acogat thisvison asauthentic. Thisisdoubly sgnificant inlight of
the fact that Snook and Brinkerhoff had rejected Ellen White's prophetic daimsin 1865, partly because of this
vison. They damed in abooklet published in 1866 that Mrs. White had acknowledged to them that the Camden
Vidonwas genuine. If, then, thisvison was generdly regarded as spurious, it would seem that Uriah smith
would have said so.

Insteed, writing in theReview and Herdd in answer to objectionsto the visons, Smith sad that they would

confinethemsdvesto "what had been published under Sr. White's own supervison and by her authority, and whet

gppearsin manuscript over her awn signaturein her own

» 10

handwriting. Further in the article he quotes severd sentences from the Camden Visonto illudrate the

Shut-door gatementswhich critics were objecting to:

"His Spirit and sympathy are now withdrawn from theworld, and our sympathy
should bewith him. Thewicked could not be benefited by our prayers now. The

H nll

wicked world whom God has rejected.

When these expressons are compared with parts of the Camden Vison emphasized above, it is gpparent thet

thefirg three of them arefound only in the Camden Vision.
A thirdindication of thevdidity of the Camden Vison arisesfrom the fact that its dating does not
pose the problem which some who would discredit thisvison have suggested. Thefact that it is dated June

29, 1851, when Ellen and James were only in Camden from
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June 20 - 22%isunderstandable, consideri ng that another vison of Ellen White's, which also occurred at
Camden on June 21 of that year, was copied out at Milton, N. Y. and dated June 29, 1851. It is probable,
then, that something smilar took place with regard to this disputed Camden Vison, viz., in later recopying it
retained the June 29, 1851 date.™®

July 21, 1851 can be cited as offering the first clear indication that a departure from the eerlier
understanding of the Shut-door towards a more credible position was under way. On this date a Review
and Herald Extra, not intended for genera circulation, was released in which an interesting reason is

given for this transition:

"But as many are prejudiced against the visions, we think it better at
present not to insert anything of the kind in the regular paper. We will
therefore publish the visions by themselves for the benefit of those who
believe that God can fulfill hisword and give visionsin the last days.""

The promisewas made that a Review and Herald Extra, which would keegp the believersinformed of the

visgons, would be published every two weeks. In fact, no other extra ever gopeared, and Ellen Whitesvisonsdid

not regppear in theReview and Herdd for over five years. It gopearstha both James and Ellen White were shocked

thet her early visions had been erroneousin their support of the belief that probation had closed. Thus, aslate as

1855, James continued to distance the Review and Herald from hiswife's visions:

"What hasthe Review to do with Mrs. W.'s views? The sentiments published in
itscolumnsaredl drawn from the Holy Scriptures. No writer of the Review
has ever referred to them as authority on any pairt.
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The Review for five years has not published one of them. Its motto has been, The
Bible, and the Bible aone, the only rule of faith and duty.' Then why should
these men charge the Review with being a supporter of Mrs. W.'s view."”

Onthefirg page of the Review andHerdd Extra, July 21, 1851, Ellen White traces a sketch of her

childhood, conversion, and firgt visions. Noticeably absent was any mention of the term " Shut-door.” Onthe
second page she republishes her December, 1844 vison without change, asit had first gppeared in TheDay Star of
January 24, 1846 with one crucid exception: two incriminating sentences (emphasized bel ow) were omitted:

"Othersrashly denied thelight behind them, and said that it was not God thet
hed led them out S0 far. The light behind them went out which | eft thair fet in
perfect darkness, and they sumbled and got their eyesoff the mark and lost sight of
Jesus, and fell off the path down in the dark and wicked world below. It was just
asimpossible for themto get onthe path again and go to the city, asdl the wicked
world which God had reglected. They fell al the wax along the path one after
another, until we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave usthe day
and hour of Jesus coming."

Concerning this deletion, Mrs. White explained:

"Inthisview | saw only avery few of theevents of the future. More recent
views have been morefull. | shal therefore leave out a portion and prevent
repetition.” v

Despite her explanation, itisdear that the omitted portion of thevision is repeated nowhere el se.

Theonly mention of any Shut-door idessin the July 21, 1851

Review and Herdd Extraisin connection with the Camden Conference.
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It was stated concerning a Brother Thompson who had atended that corference:

"Bro. Thompson wasintimately acouainted with Bro. Miller, and travded much
with him. But when our work for theworld dosed in 1844, indtead of setting himsdlf to
work, assanedid, to try to re-arouse the churches to the subject of the Advert, he
remained slent, until heheard the message of the third angel-- Rev. 14:9-12."18

An announcement was dso medein thisJuly 21, 1851 Review and Herdd Extra of plansto publish

Experienceand Views, and thiswasaccomplished in August of 1851. It weslater republished asthefirst part of

Early Writingsin 1883. Thefirst nineteen pages of Experience and Views wasasmple reprint of pages one and two

of the July 21 Review and Herald Extra.™® It contained the same Shut-door deletions from her December, 1844

vison, previoudy mentioned. The remainder of the Sxty-four pages contained other of her visons. However, the
chronologica order of the visions was broken up and some of the visions, of which the February, 1845 Exeter
Vidgonisan example, gopear undated under the heading, "End of the 2300 Days' with other visonsgiven in

1850.

Certain visonswere only partly reprinted, or & timesthe vison was divided with parts of it dispersed
among severd other visons. An example of thiswasavisgon givenin Oswego, N. Y., July 29, 1850. Part of this

vision isreprinted in two separate placesin Experience and Views?! Thepart of thevision thet referred to the

need to be baptized into the faith of the Shut-door isnot reprinted aal.Z Another vision givenon March 24, 1849

was reprinted under thetitle, " An Open and Shut door." However, key Shut-door phraseswere deeted
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(asindicated be ow) and were not reprinted in Experienceand Views

"The reformations tha were shown me, were not reformations from error to
truth; but from bad to worse; for thosewho professed achange of heart, had only wrapt
about them ardigious garb, which covered upthe iniquity of a wicked heart. some
appeared to have been redly converted, S0 asto deceive God's people; but if their
hearts could be seen, they would appear as black as ever. My accompanying angel
bade melook for thetravail of soul for Snnersasused to be. | looked, but could not
seeit, for thetime of their salvation is past."23

Other visons, such as her then recent Camden Vison with its strong Shut-door i deas, were not reprinted
a dl. Sill, the Whites offered no other reason for their deetions than Mrs. Whités origind explanationin the July

31, 1851 Review and Herdd Extra, viz., " . . shall therefore leave out a portion and prevent repetition.”

Apparently, some of the advent believerswere upset when they noticed that some of the visons had been

completely omitted and parts of others deleted. Mrs. White refersto thissurprise inaletter written in 1906:

"My hushand handed thelittle pamphl et to Elder Hart, and requested him to read

what was printed onthetitle page. ‘A Sketch of the Chrigtian Experience and Views of
Mrs. E. G. White," he read.

"For amoment therewas slence, and then my husband explained that we hed
been very short of means, and were ableto print a first only asmal pamphlet, and he
promised the brethren that when sufficient means was raised, the visons should be
published more fully in book form."*

Thispromise was never fulfilled, as Early Writings, published in 1883, merely reprinted Experience and

Viewswith all of its omissions.

While James and Ellen White claimed that economic congderations
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prevented afull reprinting of dl of her early visions, critics charged them with addiberate attempt to cover up the
fact that her early visons hed in fact taught thet probation had dlosed for sjnnerszeThiswasacoompIished, according
to the critics, by omitting certain visons, such asthe Camden Vision, and of dd eting shut-door phrasesfrom other
visions, such as her December, 1844 and March 24, 1849 visions.
TheS. D. A. gpologists, on the other hand, maintain, that there was no design behind the ddetions, and

pointed to other shut-door phrases remaining in Experience and Views as evidence.”” More recent gpologists

have, in addition, rg ected the Camden Vision dtogether as spurious, athough Uriah Smith appearsto have
accepted it as genuine.® Furthermore, the gpologists contend, one must alow Ellen Whiteherself to explain
what her early visions meant.

IN1951 F. D. Nichal took thelatter approach when he noted the.

critics charges:

"Mrs. White is said to describe sinners and the sinful world, in the years
just following 1844, in language so strangely like that used by men who were
teaching that probation had closed that her words should be understood in the
same sense.” >

After commenting thet aprophet islimited to the language of thetimein which he writes, Nichol continues:

“We bdievewemay aspropatly protes thiskind of reasoning when it isemployed
agang Mrs White. The true meaning of specific statements by Mrs. White may
much more safdy be determined by comparing those statements with her
other writings rather than with thewritings of others.”®

Having accepted the methodol ogy suggested by Nichol, Ellen
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Whitesddfendasmaintainthet enever bdieved hervisanstaught thedase of prolation. Therdfore, they acogat uch datemants
fromher pen, asthefdlowing fram 1883, asafull and ssifactory explanation of dl of her visonsfrom 1844 - 1851, and offer
thisasproof that Mrs. White conceal ed nothing:

"For atimeafter the disgppointment in 1844, | ddhdd, incommonwiththeadvert

body, thet thedoar of marcy wes thenfarever dosed totheworld. Thispostionwesteken before
my firg vison was given me. It wasthelight given me of God thet corrected our eror, and

encbled usto see the true position.
"l amdill abdiever inthe Shut doar theory, but natinthesarseinwhichwefird empoyed

thetamarinwhichitisemployed by my opponerts™

After atingwhe hesaw tobeBihblica examplesof ather Shui-doar coourrences(theHood, Sodom, andthe

unbdievingJawsinChrist's day), Mrs. White continued:

"l wasghoaninvison, and| dill bdieve thet therewasa Shut door in 1844. All who
saw thelight of thefirgt and saoond angds messsgesand rgedted thet light, wereldtindarkness
Andthosewho aoogpted it and recaived theHoly Spirit which attended the prodameation
of themessagefrom heaven, andwho aftewardsrenounoed their faith and pronounced thar
expaienceadduson(hehaerdasto Opan-door Adventists) , thereby rgected the spirit
of God, and it nolonger pleededwith them."®

All of thegpdog s explangtions however, cannat negete
thefadt thet thelagt Suk-door datemantsaf Jamesand BlenWhitedid ooour inunedf 1851. Fromthet paint onward onecanfine
nonedf thehard-aored oseofforaetionidessineither of tharwritings

Thustheevidencedealy indicatestiet intheyears 1851 -



-107-

1854 the Whiteswereindeed involved in an attempt to redefine the Shut-door in a way that would dlow them to
proclaim the Advent messageto the world without having to admit that they had earlier been mistaken regarding
their original Shut-door explanations. They certainly redized that both of them had written too extensively to
simply deny that they had ever held to Shut-door positions. This appears to be the resson only sdlected Shuit-

door satementswereomitted, whileotherswere retained in their writings.

The palicy the Whites gopeared to have pursued from 1851 - 1854 wasto effect agradud renterpretation

of the Shut-door that would avoid darm or an actud schism within the Seventh-day Adventist community. Thet

thiswasther procedure becomes dear as one examinesnot only Experience and Views, but dsothe Review and

Herad fromAugust of 1851 - 1854.

During the remainder of 1851 James White, as editar, reprinted severd artides by early Shut-door
proponents, such as William Miller, J. B. Cook, and A. Hae; however, he said nothing directly on thetopic

himsdf. Thisisillustrated inthe Augugt 19, 1851 Review and Herdd, which contained on the front page an

atide "Addressed toAdvent Bdievers," written by Miller on December 29, 1844. While reassuring to Shut-
door believers because Miller beieved in the Shut-door & thetime, the artideitsalf contained no hard-core Shut-
door phrases. Thisissue aso expresses someinteresting Open-door idess:

"Now the door isopen dmost everywhere to present the truth, and many are prepared to

read the publicationswho have formerly had no interest to investigate. Now we may dl
do somethingforthe Lord who has done so much for us. To those
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who love, and rejoice in the present truth we would say, there are others who
would prize it as highly as you do, if they could have it taught to them in its
purity."

That the Open-door ideas expressed above could still be incorporated within a Shut-door
framework is evidenced by aletter from Joseph Bates on the same page. He makesit dear that when Chrigt
ceased hismediatorid work for thewholeworld in 1844 ™. . . then the door was shut againgt the Sardis church
[Protestant churcheswho had rejected the Advent message] and the wicked world** Christ had after October,

1844 goneinto theMog Holy Placeto pleed only for the true Israel :

"Mereaguestion arises, who aemeant by thewhol e house of Israel? We
believe they comprise dl honest, obedient bievers, that had upto that time
overcome [Rev. 3:5) , and dso children that had not cometo the years of
accountahility . . . The cdl to comeout of Sardis, because shewas the fdlen Babylon,
the gpogtate church, was dear, and asfar inthe past asacry a Midnight. Butitissaid
they have converts. Y es, but they are strange ones, becausethey come after thehouse
of Igad have their names borne into the Holiest."35

Bates views the Shut-door Adventists who have embraced the Sabbeth or third angd's message asbeing
the church of Philadd phia. But those who reected the shut-door became L aodicean when they preached awide
door of sdvation to theworld, becausethey weretrying to again open the door to the Holy Place shut by Chritin
1844. However, Bates believed those honest in heart would hear Christ's call to the L aodicean church to repent.®

He dosad with the following apped to the Philadel phians:
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“...tocary out the purpose of our divine Lord and Madter, to the poor
Laodiceans, by searching them out wherever they can be found, and teaching them
the present truth."*’

In the September 16, 1851 Review and Herdd James White continued the reprinting of early Shut-

door articles, placing A. Hal€e's, "Hasthe Bridegroom Come?' (which origindly gppeared inthe March 5, 1845
Advent Herald) on the front page. Whiteintroduced thisarticle under the heading, " Cdl to Remembrancethe

Former Days" and offered these comments:

"It isds0 evident thet to'suppose’ asA. Hae doesinthisartide, thet the
condition of things a the Shutting of the door, would be very much asit was after
the day of Atonement among the ancient Jaws, isincorrect. The Shutting of the
door of theHoly Place, is preparaory to the antitypica tenth day atonement for the
deansngof the Sanctuary."

Other Open-door Adventists continued to regard the Seventh-day Adventists as Shut-door
believers. The Harbinger, an Open-door paper, reported inits January 31, 1852 issue aconversation its editor
hed had with James White in which the editor had referred to White asa" Prominent leader among those of the
Shut-door and Seventh-day
Sabbath theory...... n40 In response, James White attempts to redefine the Shut-door in the February
17, 1852 Review and Herdd by rejecting the concept that the Shut-door was the door of mercy, but rather thet its

was part of the parable of the Ten Virgins:

"That event (shut-door) shuts out none of thehonest children of God,
neither thosewho have not wickedly rejected the light of truth, and the
influence of the Holy Spirit."*
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Further, after nating the Open-door of the Philadd phiachurch (Rev. 3), he comments:

"This Open Door weteach, and invite thasewho have an ear to hear to
cometoit and find sa vation through Jesus Christ. Thereisan exceeding glory in
the view that Jesus had opened the door into the holies of dl, or has passed within
the second vell, and now stands before the Ark containing the ten
commandments. . . If it be sad that weare of the Open Door and Seventh-day
Sabbath theory, we shdl not object, for thisis our faith."*

Y et, acknowledging that he wished to be known as en Open-

door and Seventh-day Sabbath Keeper, did not lead James White to openly admit that he had been wrongin his

belief that probation had dosedin 1844. To the contrary, the March 2, 1851 Review and Herdd printed severad

aticlesonitsfront page, one of whichwasa poem, "The Seventh Month," of which James White wrote:

"Thefollowing linesfromthe VVoice of Truth of 1845 beautifully expressthe
red spirit and trids of the past advent movement. They arewe| calculated to 'cdll to
remembrancethe former days."43

Followingthiswasan atide by J. B. Cook writtenin 1846 and entitled "The Only SefePostion," which urged the
true believers of the 1844 movement to stand firm in their conviction that God was leading them.

Whereas Ellen White could say in vision on March 24, 1849 that the Sabbath and the Shut-door
could not be separated ®and wheress "present truth" had been identified as the Sabbath and the Shut-door
by Bates and James Whitein 1848 - 1850, in hiseditoria inthe May 6, 1852 Review and Herdd James spokein

positive terms about how the Sabbath
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truth was spreading-- without making any mention of the Shut-door:

"But thiswork is not confined to those only who have had an experiencein
the past advent movement. A large portion of those who are sharing the blessngs
atending the present truth were not connected with the advent cause in 1844. Their
minds not being particularly caled to it then, consequently they did not reject it . .

n46

By mentioning that these new converts had not rejected the Advent messagein 1844, James White remained
technicdly within hisformer interpretation of the Shut-door; however, it isdear that hisintent isto move beyond
it.

Theeditorid proceedswith abrief sketch of the past from 1844 to 1849. No mention is made of the
Shut-door a dl, but the tota focusis on the development of the Sabbath. Concerning the present work he sees

before the church, James White writes:

"The Lord is opening the way before us. A spirit of inquiry is
awakening, and many who haveformerly been prgudiced agang our views, or
indifferent, are now anxiousto heer and read the evidence of our position."*’

That this gradual shift away from their former Shut-door posture was noticed by Open-door
Adventistsis clear from the answer Croser offered in the March 5, 1853 Harbinger to a series of questions
concerning his present view of the Sanctuary, about which he had written in The Day Star Extra of February 7,
1846. Speaking of the Seventh-day Adventists, Crosier, who had given up both the Sabbath and the Shut-door in

1849, wrote:

"The above named persons appear to me insinceein
quoting from thet article, because they
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know thet it was written for the express purpose of explaining the Shut door, which they
now, | undergand, disdam. . . | think we have no means of knowing the precisetime
when the anti-type of the ancient 10th day of the 7th month service did or will begin;
but we have evidencethet it will not dosethe door of mercy againgt dl theprevious
impenitent."®

Remarking on Croder's Harbinger article, James White writes

"On theabove wewill firs remark, that as C. has informed the readers of
the Harbinger _that we disclam the doctrine of the Shut door, that paper should no
longer reproachfully cal us 'shut-door Sabbatarians.’ But we say that C.'sarticle
on thelaw of Moses, no more goesto prove a Shut-door than it does an open door. It
isin harmony with the Bible doctrine which we hold, thet at the termination of the 2300
days, in 1844, there was a change in the work of our High Priest-- adoor wasthen
opened into the Most Holy, while another was Shut."*

Thus, while rgecting the term "door of mercy" asbeing unbiblica, James White dtill concurswith Croger'sbasc
underganding, for he continues:

"But thetruth thet C. wished to datehere for truthiitis isthis, that therewould bethose who might
cometo God through the mediation of Jesus Chrigt, and find pardon of their sins, after the work
of the antitype of the tenth day of the Seventh month service should commence. This, to us
who bdievethat thisisthe period of the antitypica tenth day service, is an important truth.

While the great work of saving men closed with the 2300 days, afew are now coming to Chrig,
who find salvation."®

Thefollowing monthin an artide entitled, " The Shut door™, James White discusses the parable of the Ten Virginsand

while gpplying it to 1844, he notesthet it referred only to thosewithin the Advent
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movement:

"Theten virgins represant only thosewho participated in the Advent
movement. Those who were nat in the movement, and did not rgect itslight, Sand
on thesgneground for slvation, as though such a movement had never taken
place."

Thus, the shut-door was redefined to mean only that Chrigt ended one phase of ministry intheHoly Placeand ™ . .

. entered upon the anti-type of the ancient tenth day of the seventh month aonement, a the end of the 2300

days, in the Autumn of 1844."%2

"Although thereisa shut door which excdudes those represented by the foolish
virgins (those moved by the prod ametion of the Advent, who had none of the grace
of God, no red faith), and a so those who were foolish and wicked enough to rgect,
and fight againgt the glorious news of asoon-caning Savior, yet wergoiceto publish
to thosethat have an ear to hear, thet thereisan Open Door. 'Behold," says the
True Witness, 'l set before thee an Open Door.' 0, that precious souls would
come to this open door, and share the Savior's pardoning love."™

William Ingrahm pardld s James Whitestreatment of the Ten Virginsin an article in the June 9,

1853 Review and Herald. Of the Shut-door he remarks:

"But | hear many saying, '"Away with your Shut-door theory, and no mercy doctrine. But
not quite so hasty! If you should move under the influence of awrong Spirit in opposing
the Shut-door, if our merciful High Priest should open another, in your haste you would not be
likdy to discover it. Perhaps no point has been more bitterly opposed than what somecall
the Shut door, and no-mercy doctrine. If we believed in the no-mercy system our
opponents would have some cause to reproach us.” >
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After noting that the Shut-door gppliesonly to the termination of Chrig'swork inthe Holy Flacein
1844 and of hisentranceinto the Mogt Holy Place, Ingrahm returnsto what he sees as other mistaken views of

the Seventh-day Adventists Shut-door position:

"It isbelieved by sometha we hold a Shut-door thet redly and forever
debarsthesnner from coming to Christ. Let me ask such a
question.

"What doesthis parable have to do with thosewho were not brought under the
influence of the Advent movement? It istrue that the class represented by thefoolish
virginshave something to dowithiit: this is manifested from the fact that they
were participators in the work. | have yet to learn that therdation those sustained
to Christ who were not tested by the preaching of the speedy coming of Christ wasinthe
least affected when Christ dosed his daily minidration inthe heavenly Sanctuary.

"That thereisan open door for such asdid not rgect the glorious news of
our soor51500ming Lord asprodamed in 1843 and 1844, isevident from God's
word."

It isreadily apparent that while James White and William Ingrahm have effectivey explained
away the concept that probation had closed in 1844 for most people till they acknowledge neither that they
had once held that belief, nor that they are changing their beliefs now. Infact, Ingrahm leavesthe digtinct
impresson that thischarge of no-mercy for annersis smply amisunderstanding on the part of those outside the

Sabbatarian Adventist group.

Aseditor of the Review and Herald, James White does askillful job of reinterpreting the Shut-door

concept. He has redefined the Shut-door so thet it doesnot gpply to dl snners, and he places responghility for all

close of probation datementsin the 1850-1851 Review and Herald issues on the teachings of Shut-door

advocates, such
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asWilliam Miller, J. B. Cook, and Josgph Marsh. Thisis gpparent in the July 4, 1854 Review and Herdd,

which damsto merdly be responding to the Harbinger's misrepresentation of Seventh-day Adventigts.

"Fom this, the uninformed would recaive theideathat we bdieved that
whichiscaled 'Door of Mercy' isdosad, when we bdieve no such thing. Itistrue
thet in 1850 we published satements of Wm. Miller, J. B. Cook, Joseph Marsh,
and othersin which they gave usther opinion that the door was shut, and that the
harvest of the earth wasripe, but nothing of the kind can be found in any of
our publicationsfor the last two years"®

Further in the article James White speaks of a Mrs. Seymour who in the June 10 Harbinger hed,

hefdt, misrepresented certain tatements of Mrs. White, as published in Experienceand Views Then hecdls

attention to Supplement of Experience and Views, which contains some important clarifications of certain
satements published in Experienceand Views
The misrepresentation that Mrs. Seymour had supposedly made concerning cartain of E. G. White's

visons had to do gpparently with theclose of probation. James White explains the problem this way:

"She[Mrs. Seymour] then States, speaking of Sabbath-keepers, they have
ceased preaching repentance, saying it istoo late/ They have stifled their sympathies
for the impenitent, and have virtually said, Snner, you cannot turn to God and live,
etc.'Now dl thisis entirdly false. Those who have read our publications, especidly for
the past two years, and have known anything of thelabours of the brethrenin the
Sabbath cause, know that Mrs. S. has penned untruths, and that theHarbinger hes
publishedthe same. . .

"It istrue that Case, Russel, and some others

(they had been disfellowshipped and had rgjected E. G. white's visions) took
exclusveviewsrdaive to the Shut door, and for a while manifested
arash spirit; but such errors have been fully corrected, and Brn. Corndl, Cranson,
Fishie, FHtch
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and others have been preaching to the Sinner repentance towards God, and fathin our

Lord Jesus Chrigt, in Michigan, from the time they commenced to spesk in vindication of
the Sebbieth, and many sinners have been converted to God asthe resuilt.”’

Withthisduly 4, 184 aticlein the Review and Herdd the process of redefining the Shut-door is now

complete. There are severd important fadtsto note both in wheat was said and in what was | eft unsaid.

Hrd of dl, the article nowhere acknowledges that the Sabbath-keepers had from 1844 - 1851 believed
that the door was shut againg dl impenitent Snners. Nor doesit acknowledge that E. G. White'svisons heped
to confirm them in this belief in the Shut-door.

Thirdly, the artide suggests that the Shut-door ideas which were published in the Review and Herdd were

the persond opinion of early Shut-door believers, such as Miller, Cook, and Marsh. Theimpressonisthus

given that the Review and Herdd did not necessarily endorse these same opinions.

Ancther important fact evidenced by the Review and Herdd'sattempt to redefine the Shut-door isthat

fanaicslike Case and Russel, who had been disfellowshipped and who had rgected the visons of Mrs. White,
were represented asthe only oneswho had held extreme Shut-door views. Thefina point which the Review
attempted to estallish wasthat despite the problems created by these fanatics, the true preachers of the Sabbath
had been involved in publishing afull sadvation to Snners, which had resulted in many acoepting Chrigt.

The critics continued through the 1850's to the 1880's to



-117-

charge James and Ellen White with willful deceptionin attempting to conced evidence which pointed to the fact
that they had both believed and the visions had taught that probation had closed in 1844. That both the whites had
atempted to obscure the full extent of thar beliefs concerning the Shut-door and of theintimeateinvolvement with
thisbdief which Mrs. Whiteésvisonshad maintained during 1844 - 1851 is evident, not only in the July 4 Review
andHerdd artide, but dsoin later satement of Mrs. White, such asthis one from 1883:
"For atime after the-disgppointment in 1844, | did hold in common with the

advent body, thet the door of mercy wasthen forever dosed to theworld. This

position was taken before my firgt vision was given me. It was the light given me

of God that corrected our error, and enabled usto see the true position."58

Unfortunately, later S. D. A. gpologists continued this same pattern of concedling or obscuring what hed actudly

taken placein the years from 1844 to 1851.>°

Despite the seriousness of the implicationsraised by the evidence, it does not seem feasble that
James and Ellen White's behavior arose smply out of dishonesty. Rether, it seem dear that Ellen Whitewas
firmly convinced by her visionary experiencesthat she was recaiving true revelaionsfrom God. For her to
have denied thiswould, shefully believed, have been to grieve avay the Holy Spirit and causetheloss of her
sdvation, asshefdt had been the case with Hazen Foss when hefaled to rdate visonsgivento himin the

early 1840s®

Thus, when atacked by harsh criticswho were asking her to deny that God had given her visons,

because they had incorrectly taught thet probation had dosad, was smply more than she could do.
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James White himself admitted this difficulty in 1865:

"Bro. Carver, | will make an admisson to you, which of course, | would not mekein
publicto a sharp opponent. She did believeit shut door . And so, as you know, did
nearly al of the Advent people."61

This continued need to defend the visonswhich Mrs. Whitegenuindy beieved to be of
God, prevented her from being candid. Unfortunately, it has been this same need on the part
of S. D. A. goologigsthat haslikewise caused them to obscure, rather thanto clarify what
actually occurred from 1844 to 1851.
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Chapter VII|

SOLUTIONS: A FORWARD LOOK

God has dways reveded Himsdf to manin higory. If, for example, Chrigt did not in historicd fact
die on the cross and risefrom the dead, Chridianity haslogt its soul-- its very reason for existence. Thisistrue
despite the fact that one can demondrate that Jesus offered much wonderful counsd concerning how to love
andtreat onesfdlowmen. AsPaul o effectively wordedit, " . . . If Chrigt has not been raised, your faithis

worthless, you aredlill inyour sns," 1 Corinthians 15:17.

Likewise, if Ellen Whitésvisonsfrom 1844 - 1851 arein fact erroneous, upon what bas's can one uphold
her prophetic dam? This dilemma exigts, despite the fact that she has written some beautiful Satements about God,
Chrigt, and the plan of sdlvetion.

In fact, Ellen Whités visons during those Shut-door yearsare crucid in determining the vaidity of her
prophetic clam. Frg of dl, as James White noted in 1847, Mrs. Whitesrole as a prophet was established by her

comments about the Shut-doors.

" ... theauthor doesnot ‘obtain the sentiments of her visions from
previousteaching or sudy.' When she received her first vision, Dec., 1844,
sheand dl the band in Portland, Maine (where her parents then resided), had
given up the Midnight-Cry and shut door, as being in the padt. It was then that
the Lord shgw her invison, the error into which sheand the band in Portland
hed fdlen."
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In other words, Snce her vision confirmed the door's being shut and was accepted astruth from God by her
community of faith, Mrs. White was established in their eyes as God's prophet.
A second point to condder isthat during the Shut-door eraEllen White claimed the highest

authority for her visions:

"l was shown that in gtriking againgt thevisons they did not strike against the
worm:-- the fecbleingrument that God spoke through; but against the Holy Ghogt. | saw

that it wasasmdl thing to speak againgt the instrument, but it was dangerous to slight
the words of God."?

A third reason for Ellen White's Shut-door visions being criticd to thedenid or establishment of her

prophetic daim isthat she seedfagtly refused to dlow othersto decide which partsof her writings were of God,

and which were not:

"Do noat by your criticismstake out dl theforce, al the point and power, from
the Testimonies. Do not fedl that you can dissect them to suit your ownidess,
damingthat God has given you dbility to discern what islight from heaven and
what isthe expresson of mere human wisdom. If the Testimonies speak not
according to the Word of God, reject them. Christ and Belial cannot be united."
Findly, E. G. White never admitted that her Shut-door visions wereincorrect, nor did she ever
atempt (as have some gpol ogists) to explain away these visons as being the result of misnterpretations on her
part.
Inshort, thiswriter believesthat the mgor pointsof thispaper will Sand up under the most thorough
research, both higtoricaly

and biblically. Thus, we cannot-- however much we might wish to --ne-
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cetethefact thet Mrs Whiteexpaienoed repested visonsduring the Shut-doar gawhich weredealy aroneousinthet they
aontinued oeffimthet thedoor of slveionwesdossd tosmars

Some Adventis thedl ogiansand higoriansssemwilling to conosdethispairt, whileattempting through various
meanstorgainaconinuadfathinE G. Whitesprophaicminidry tothe Seventhrday Adventis dhurch Tharearethosewho
offer asgpology thet Mrs Whitewasi gnorant, week, and young, which causad her eally visansto bemidiaken, but thet God
through progressivereve ation corrected her mistekes and causad her to meturein her aintud insghts

Otherssugoest thet thevis onsthemsdveswere carredt, but thet shemisunderdood them Thisdsdameris
dffered, degaitethefact thet, aswehavedreedy ssan, Hlen Whitenever admitted thisand farbede anyoneto atempt to
dvideher visonsintowhet westruly of God and whet might haveresuited fromher ovn thinking and, assuch might be
midaken

SD. A gpdogsshave proposed athird solution, by acknonedging thet her visonsfrom 1844 - 1851 werein
error inthat they did teech thet prabation hed d osed for snners While conceding thet thevisonsthemsaveswearearoneows this
viempant ssskstoconfirm\Whitesingairation and propheticdamshby essating thet God hat never been ddetocommunicate
aoourady through any of hisprophets sincethey have aoouired fromtheir community of faith misinformetion conoaming Him
Inorder to edablish their paint, thesegpa og s are prepared to adanowledgethet, dthoughthe Bile containsthe Word of God, it
dsoocontansmgor thedlogicd arars and thet thewritingsof Billeprophetsreved enudly ssmeny midskenvisons(dueto

thar
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misunderstandings about who God is) as did Ellen White's.

Thetask remaining to the Seventh-day Adventist community, according to this perspective, isto search
for the underlying truths about God contained in both the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, while discarding whet
iserroneous. Thus, we must Sft through Ellen White's visonsin an attempt to determinewhich arein truth from
God, and which resulted from or were influenced by her own faulty understanding of God. Thiswould be,
admittedly, an ongoing process which, while nather perfect or complete, would hopefully resultinadearer and
more accu-ate understanding of who God is.

However, any such attempt to acknowledge the major mistakes

of Ellen White's shut-door visons and yet to retain faith in her visionsasbeing of God seemsto bedividing
truthinto what Francis Scheeffer has cdled the rationa and the irrationd levels. In hisbook Escape from

Reason, * Dr. Schaeffer demonstrates the way in which modern man (especialy liberd Chrigtian

theologians) hasdivided truth:

FAITH -UPPER STORY —NONRATIONAL

FACTS(HISTORY, SCIENCE)— LOWER STORY —RATIONAL

Such adivigon dlowsthese men to admit on the one hand that they no longer believe Chrigt
higoricdly rose from the dead, yet on the other hand to continue to expressfath inthe spiritud truth of the

resurrection:

NONRATIONAL: I BELIEVE IN THE RESERRECTION

RATIONAL: THE RESURRECTION DID NOT OCCUR IN HISTORY
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To dtempt, then, to acknowledge that Ellen White's Shut-door visions were wrong, while still
expressing faith that she did have some visons from God isto do precisaly what the liberd theologian has
done. The problem with this, however, isthat over timethisgpproach will affect not just one's perception of Ellen
White and her prophetic gift, but it will aso cometo include dl Canonicd inspiration. Indeed, dleged Biblica
inaccuracies, both historica and theological (and here we do not refer to minor inaccuracies, such as the
guestion of one demoniac vs. two, but substantive errors, affecting the vdidity of the Chrigtian faith) have been
most often citedby S. D. A. theologians astheir way of handling the entire Shut-door dilemma.

Thisgpparent solution initialy gppears more acceptable than adecided rgection of Ellen White's
prophetic damsin favor of maintaining aview of inspiration which refusesto dlow rdigioustruth to be
separated from higtoricd truth. In fact, however, the ultimate outworking of such a"solution™ will be
devadtating. For we as Chrigtianswill beleft with no rationd basisfor confidencein the very foundations of the
Chrigian faith. Instead, al that will remain to uswill besomeirrationd "hope"* which we may il chooseto

labd "God", but which will have no content, certainty, or power for our lives.

Whileit istrue that this writer has encountered no Adventist theol ogian who has traveled the
whol e distance from negating the rational belief in portions of God’'s Word to accepting it purely on the

irrational level, it seems clear that when we have taken that first step
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--permitting God's prophetsawide "margin of error” --whether unwittingly or not, we are certainly

in route.
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